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Forward this message to a

friend
 

Visit our website

Our mission is to reduce

and aid the population

of unwanted and lost

companion animals in

our community and to

support and encourage

the positive interaction

between pets

and people.

 
  

Hi {FIRST_NAME|PAWS Supporter},

 

Our newsletter is now being delivered monthly so you can

stay updated on everything PAWS has going on! Here's the

February edition of The Pet Scoop. Hope you enjoy!

 

Jo, Christy P, Jennifer P, Christy W, Samantha, Julie, Staci,

Jessica, Jennifer W & Laurel

2015 PAWS Board of Directors

Welcome New Board Members
Meet our new board members for 2015! We have added two

new board members this year and would like to introduce

them to you. We welcome them to the 2015 Board of

Directors and look forward to working with them this year!

Jennifer Waters
Jennifer is truly

honored to be

associated with

PAWS of NELA and

to serve on our

Board of Directors.

She and her

husband Mark, both



 
We are an all volunteer,

501(c)3 non-profit

organization that was

founded in May 2003 to

help the communities

in Northeast Louisiana.

 
   

CLICK HERE TO

BECOME A PAWS

MEMBER TODAY!
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Want to help us promote
spay/neuter?

Check out this cool shirt
along with the rest

of our PAWS gear...
visit our online store! 

 
 

2015 Board of Directors

 
Jo Traylor

President
 Christy Primm

Treasurer

husband Mark, both

of West Monroe,

have been married

28 years and are

devoted animal

lovers. Over the

years, they've

been loved  by 3 loyal Boxers; Tara, Abby and Zoe'. Their

remaining Boxer is Zoe' who is now 11 years old. Jennifer

has 20 years experience in Insurance and billing for a large

medical practice in Monroe. She is also an active member

of her local church and volunteers regularly. She is confident

that her enthusiasm and compassion will be useful in

helping our community understand the importance of

spaying and neutering pets. She also passionately shares

the vision of a new, modern Parish Animal Shelter. Jennifer

looks forward to putting her servant's heart to work for

PAWS.

Laurel Rogers
Laurel is originally from Shreveport, LA and moved to

Monroe after serving in the Air Force. She is lifelong animal

lover and has had pets and rescued all sorts of babies from

dogs to box turtles. This lifelong love of animals is what

brought her to PAWS.

She is currently the

mother to an eccentric

cat, Sidney Sheldon. She

is a strong advocate for

responsible pet

ownership, including

spaying and neutering. 

Besides her work on the

PAWS board of directors,

she is employed with

Arco, working with

persons with

developmental

disabilities. Because of her work in the field of disabilities,

she has seen the wonderful effects of pet therapy and the

wonderful freedom and companionship that service animals

for persons with all types of disabilities provide to their

owners. For this reason she is also an advocate of those

things as well.

Monthly Donations
We often have supporters ask us if there is a way to set up

automatic monthly donations to PAWS. Now there is a way to

do just that! You can make convenient automatic donations

on a regular basis without having to remember each month.

Receiving regular donations each month is a blessing for
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groups like ours as we are always trying to spay and neuter

more pets and rescue more animals through our

Spay/Neuter Assistance and Animal Shelter Rescue

programs. 

All you have to do is visit our Donation Page, click the

'donate' button for whichever program you'd like to support,

make your first donation and click the 'Make This Recurring

(Monthly)' box. We will then receive a gift from you each

month :)  Help us save more lives...we thank you and the

animals thank you!

 

2015 Krewe of PAWS Recap
Our 9th Annual Krewe of PAWS Mardi Gras Pet Parade was a

huge success! One of our biggest parades to date!

We had 169 pets entered this year! This is our largest

fundraiser of the year and with the help of our wonderful

sponsors and parade participants, we raised over $15,000!

This funding will save many lives through our Spay/Neuter

Assistance and Animal Shelter Rescue Programs.

We saw lots of great costumes and floats this year. The

News-Star photographers and PAWS foster mom and

photographer Faith Roper were able to capture many of

them in their photos: The News-Star Gallery 1 & The News-

Star Gallery 2. Keep an eye out on our website and Facebook

page for more pics.

Meet our King, Queen, Dukes & Duchesses below! 



 
 
 

 

King Barley (Kristen Wallace & Family)

Queen Daisy (Heather Armstrong & Family)

Congratulations to our Dukes & Duchesses!

Congratulations to our contest winners:



Small dog costume - Zoe, owner Julie Risk

Large dog costume - Simi, owner Kathryn White

Float contest - Chewy, owner Asha Rangaraj

Best Themed Costume - Roxie, owner Keith Olmstead

Thank you to everyone who helped us pull off an awesome

parade this year! It's never too early to start thinking about

those costume or float ideas for the 2016 Krewe of PAWS

parade...we look forward to seeing you there! 

Thank you to Rain the Salon and Day
Spa!

by Jo Traylor

Employees at Rain the Salon and Day Spa participated in a

contest to sell the most Paul Mitchell products during the

month of November. Instead of receiving prizes for their

efforts, they chose to donate the proceeds of $600 to PAWS.

James McCready, co-owner, recognized those on the

winning team: Blake Mason, Kelly Bell, Allison Hunt, Sarah

Johnson, Larkin Banks and Alexis Manly. Rain’s new location

is 407 DeSaird Street in historic downtown Monroe. Many

thanks to Rain for their generosity!

From Southern Shelter Dogs to New
England Snow Bunnies!
by Jennifer Pesnell

One of our past adopters from Connecticut said it best

recently on the ‘Friends of the PAWS of NE LA Rescue Program’

facebook group, “Northerners may have cold temperatures

but we have warm hearts for Southern fur babies!”.  An

estimated 95% of the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter dogs

rescued by PAWS of Northeast Louisiana since our inception in

2003 are happily living in forever homes in the New England

states.  

Why is this you may ask?  

Companion animals are

treated differently down

here.  Sadly the majority

of pet owners in the South

are just that, owners. 

They view their dogs as

property.  They simply



dispose of them (via

overcrowded animal

shelters, online swap sites,

deserted country roads,

community dumpsters, etc)

when they get tired of or inconvenienced by the dog.  These

attitudes plus the fact that few dogs are spayed or neutered

and many roam free unsupervised only compound the tragic

problem of companion animal overpopulation in the South. 

Nearly 4,500 pets were euthanized at the Ouachita Parish

Animal Shelter in 2014 alone.  PAWS has been working hard to

improve the lives of pets in our community through our low

cost spay/neuter assistance program (which spayed or

neutered approximately 1,300 pets of low income pet owners

in 2014!), monthly free pet ID tag days and our humane

education program in local schools but there is still much work

to be done!   

In the mean

time, we

are truly

thankful

that our

Yankee

friends love

our

Louisiana

rescue

dogs and

welcome

them with

open

arms!  The

pet owner

mentality is

different up

North.  They have laws on spay/neuter, strict licensing rules

and people consider their pets part of the family.  The shelters

up north are mostly no kill and are rarely full.  Northerners

are especially attracted to the hunting breeds (Labradors,

Goldens, Hounds, Terriers) and mixed breeds that are so

commonly cast aside in the South.  

I know you wonderful

Southern folks reading

this article consider your

pets part of the family but

unfortunately we are the

exception, not the rule in

Northeast Louisiana.  So

please, help spread the

word about being a

responsible pet owner,

promote spay/neuter and

adoption to anyone who

will listen or even foster



one of our great OPAS

pups until we can get

them adopted into a

loving home up north.  It

takes a village to help the

Southern dogs we all love

so much.  Dogs must be fully vetted (spayed/neutered,

microchipped, current on all vaccinations, heartworm negative

and current on monthly heartworm/flea prevention, dewormed

with a negative fecal float, pass a strict USDA health certificate

exam and have been out of the shelter for a minimum of 2

weeks) prior to transport.  Learn more about the PAWS of NE

LA Rescue Program from our website  or facebook group

(Friends of the PAWS of NE LA Rescue Program).  

All pics are of former OPAS dogs, rescued by the PAWS of NE LA Rescue

Program who are now enjoying a snowy winter in their forever homes in the

Northeast.

More reading:  http://thebark.com/content/southern-dogs

PAWS Animal Shelter Rescue Program
Thanks to our wonderful donors, sponsors and foster

families, we are able to rescue many dogs from the

Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter each month. As of 12/31/14,

we have saved the lives of 939 dogs and cats since our

inception in 2003! Many of them have had to endure

heartworm treatment, mange treatment, limb amputations or

other surgeries due to neglect and injuries they received

prior to entering the shelter. All of these awesome pets have

gone on to loving new families with the help of our rescue

partners! 

In January we were able to pull these 14 wonderful dogs from

the shelter who have either already found new homes or will

soon be on their way to new lives!



There are always many more waiting at the shelter who

need our help. If you would like to be a part of this wonderful

rescue effort, please consider donating to our Rescue

Program or becoming a foster family. 

Click HERE to donate to our Animal Shelter Rescue Program

Click HERE to access our foster home application. Read our

foster home FAQ's HERE.

'Paint for PAWS' - March 5th

Come 'Paint for PAWS' at the Monroe, LA location of Painting

with A Twist on March 5th from 6-8pm! They've graciously

offered to support us through their 'Painting With A Purpose'

fundraising program. This fundraiser will allow us to raise

money AND awareness of our programs while having an

awesomely fun time with our supporters! Space is limited to

50 participants and the cost is $40.00 per person. Pizza will

be provided by Johnny's Pizza! 

This is a picture of the cute pic

that we'll be painting! If you are

ready to sign up, just click

HERE and register today!

If you've never been to a



Painting With a Twist class,

check them out HERE. You

don't have to know how to

paint to join in the fun!

Instructors walk the whole

class through the painting step

by step. Join us on March 5th

and Paint for PAWS!

February is Spay/Neuter Awareness Month

Did you know that February is National Spay/Neuter

Awareness Month? It's a month where groups like ours and

shelters across the country celebrate and spread the word

about spay & neuter.

Spaying & neutering is THE

solution to the unwanted pet

overpopulation problem

that we have in our

communities and across

the country. One simple

surgery can prevent

thousands of unwanted

litters from being born. One accidental litter from your pet is

too many!

We are celebrating by holding

an online drawing via

Facebook for 2 free spay or

neuter surgeries (you don't

have to be considered low

income to participate in the

drawing). Two names will be

drawn on March 1st. Visit our Facebook fan page to enter.

Look for the 'PAWS Spay Neuter Giveaway' picture with the

puppies and kittens. 

During the month of February, we are also holding an online

"Spay It Forward" Fundraiser

to raise funds so that we can

continue to help low-income

pet owners through our

regular Spay/Neuter

Assistance Program which is

in place year round. Visit our

"Spay It Forward" fundraiser

page  to donate and help us

save lives through spay and neuter!

Just last year we were able to spay or neuter over 1,000

pets! You can learn more about our program HERE. We are

only able to provide this assistance through generous

supporters and grant funding. If you would like to donate

click HERE! You can also mail your donation to us at P. O. Box



15432, Monroe, LA 71207. Please note that your donation is

for 'spay/neuter'. 

If you are a low-income pet owner or if you have a family

member or friend who may qualify and could use our help,

please print our spay/neuter application HERE.

What are YOU doing in February to celebrate Spay/Neuter

Awareness Month? Get involved, save lives and make a

difference!

PAWS Golf Tournament - May 1st - Save
the Date!
by Julie Lewis

We’re already

gearing up for the

2015 Kentucky

Derby! PAWS’ annual

golf tournament for

2015 will carry a

Derby theme, in

honor of one of the

most cherished of all races, on the afternoon of Friday, May

1st at Frenchman’s Bend Golf & Health Club. The tournament

format will be a two-person scramble with lots of fun

surprises. Sponsorship and player information will be

available in December so stay tuned!

 

 

 

Please spay or neuter your pets! If you

are a low-income pet owner and can't

afford it, we can help! Click HERE for our



spay/neuter application. Visit our website

to learn more about the importance of

spay/neuter. If you have questions, email

us at pawsnela@yahoo.com.

Welcome!
We would like to thank and welcome our

January 2015 renewing members!

Not a member? Join us today!

Click HERE to become a PAWS member...

February - Spay/Neuter Awareness Month! 

February 28 - Offsite Adoption - Petco - Monroe, LA

March 5 - Painting With A Purpose Fundraiser - Painting With

A Twist - Monroe, LA

March 14 - St Patrick's Bicycle & Pet Parade - Kiroli Park -

West Monroe, LA

Tel: (318) 397-0007 (318) 397-0007
www.pawsnela.org

Email: pawsnela@yahoo.com
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