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Forward this message to a friend

 
Visit our website

Our mission is to reduce

and aid the population

of unwanted and lost

companion animals in

our community and to

support and encourage

Hi {FIRST_NAME|PAWS Supporter},

 

Our newsletter is now being delivered monthly so you can

stay updated on everything PAWS has going on! Here's the July

edition of The Pet Scoop. Hope you enjoy!

 

Jo, Nina, Christy P, Jennifer, Christy W, Samantha, Julie, Staci,

Jessica & Adam

2014 PAWS Board of Directors

Best of the Delta 2014

PAWS is excited to be nominated again this year in the Best

Non-Profit Organization category! We were honored last

year to win that title! If you like what we have been doing for

pets and pet owners in our area throughout the past 11 years,

we'd love your vote! Visit Delta Style Magazine's website to vote.

Voting ends 7/19/14! 



support and encourage

the positive interaction

between pets

and people.

 
  
 

We are an all volunteer,

501(c)3 non-profit

organization that was

founded in May 2003 to

help the communities

in Northeast Louisiana.

 
   

CLICK HERE TO

BECOME A PAWS

MEMBER TODAY!
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Want to help us promote
spay/neuter?

Check out this cool shirt
along with the rest

of our PAWS gear...
visit our online store! 

 
 

2014 Board of Directors

 
Jo Traylor

President
Nina Bennett

Vice President/Grant
Acquisitions

 Christy Primm

Canine Aggression: Why Do Dogs Bite?
(Part 2 of a Series) 

(Part 1 was featured in the May edition of the PetScoop.)

In part 1, we looked at why dogs may bite, but in this piece, we’ll

start to analyze the various types of canine aggression, which

are often misunderstood by their human counterparts.

1) Dog-On-Dog Aggression: While this may occur with dogs

of the same sex, it is far more common to see this in dogs of

the same sex and it generally arises from the instinctual need to

have a “pack leader.” Believe it or not, it originates more from

the desire to have a calm and assertive leader than it is for

him/her to be the actual leader in many cases. If no clear leader

has been established within the pack, they will essentially test

the others until one has been accepted in that role. Naturally,

when a new member is introduced, the process may begin

again. One way to reduce the in-fighting is to step-up and be the

pack leader! You can accomplish this by establishing rules and

boundaries for your pets.

All too often, pets are returned to shelter with adopter citing the

new dog didn’t get along with current dogs. Perhaps the new pet

was not introduced to the currents pets in the best possible

way? In a dog’s mind, that new dog is encroaching on his/her

territory, so he/she may be put on the defensive immediately.
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One option is to have the dogs meet on neutral territory. This is

why we often suggest that potential adopters take their (healthy)

pet to the shelter to meet with your perspective adoptee. Take

them out for a walk together in the parking lot. If you have

multiple pets, some suggest that you introduce the new pet to

the most dominate pets first. Slowly introduce the new pet to

your other pets, one at a time. Be patient and don’t rush them as

this process may take some time (weeks, not days or hours).

They will determine their own pack hierarchy. Equate this to our

own professions…do you think that someone who has been

working in your office longer would necessarily make them true

leadership material by default? Probably not. In this sense, we

are similar to dogs…you can’t force a passive, submissive

person to become an effective leader.

If the dog-on-dog aggression is more of a problem with non-

familial dogs, then some other tactics may be employed. This

level of aggression is pretty normal unless it is extreme, which

may be derived from learning or genetic factors. Appropriate

socialization at an early age, before they reach social maturity

at 18 – 36 months, may also be key. If your pet is exhibiting

signs of dog-aggression, you can nip it in the bud by: staying

calm, not allowing your pet to fixate or obsess on the other dog,

and/or continuing your walk and avoiding any physical contact

with another dog. 

Before acquiring a new pet, thoroughly research the breed(s) to

make sure their basic characteristics are suitable for you and

your family, including current pets. 

2) Dominant Aggression: This type of aggression is rare but

can be quite dangerous and unpredictable, even to a seasoned

handler, but not to be confused with a dog who just happens to

have a dominant personality or one that is protecting his

territory. A dominant aggressive dog has an inappropriate

response to a normal situation. The dog is trying to control the

situation with his/her reaction, rather than allowing a person to

have control. The dominant aggressive dog may perceive

him/herself as the dominant party, even over his/her human

parents. There are several schools of thought as to how this

type actually develops and occurs. One belief is that poor pet-

parenting breeds this behavior. You must establish rules and

acceptable behaviors from day one with your new pet, puppy or

adult, and be consistent in their applications. 



adult, and be consistent in their applications. 

Again, let’s make another human comparison: a parent allows

their toddler/pre-schooler to do whatever

they want to do with no or few rules or

limits. Since no acceptable behavior

foundation has been dictated, they often

turn into unruly teenagers. Unfortunately,

many parents who do this are stunned that

their child turned out that way, when the

parents were a major contributing factor to

the child’s demise! The same can occur

with dogs. 

Dominant aggression is more commonly seen in intact males,

versus females or neutered males which leads us to another

possible cause: testosterone (a male hormone, which females

do have but in varying, yet smaller, amounts). Here again,

proving the importance of neutering/spaying all pets!

What are some other things you can do to prevent this? One

suggestion may be to establish a dominant position with your

canine family. Just a few examples of how this can be

accomplished include: a) if the family meal time is the same

time as the dog’s, humans should begin their meal before the

dog does, b) when walking through a door with your pet, you

should enter/exit first with the dog behind you, and c) teaching

your pet obedience via commands. You are teaching your pet

that you are to be respected as the leader in the home.

***If your pet is displays this type of aggression, it is also

possible that a medical condition exists. We recommend you

consult your veterinarian to determine if it is a medical and/or

behavioral condition at the root of this problem.*** 

(Part 3 of this series will be featured in the August Petscoop, with

a continuation of canine aggression types.)

Did You Know???



Did you know that Ouachita Parish has an ordinance requiring

dogs to wear identification at all times (as well as be vaccinated

for rabies)?!  If you allow your pet outside without an id tag, you

are in violation of this ordinance. There is also a leash law which

makes it unlawful to allow your pet to roam off your property. It's

really crazy for ANY pet to be allowed to roam or to be without

an id tag because they can SO easily get lost from home. Many

pets that get lost when not wearing id tags will never find their

way back to you. Don't risk this with your pet. You can get a

free pet id tag from PAWS at Petco on the last Saturday

of each month from 12-4. Don't want to wait? Head to the

Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter at 417 Well Rd in West Monroe

and they can make you one for only $2. BE A RESPONSIBLE

PET OWNER AND GET YOUR PET AN ID TAG TODAY!

Ouachita Parish Ordinances:

Sec. 3-43. Dog control zone established (LEASH LAW)

(a) All of the unincorporated areas of Ouachita Parish are hereby

declared to be a dog control zone.

(b) Dogs off premises to be under control.  It shall be unlawful

for the owner or keeper of any dog to cause, permit or allow

his/her dog to run, stray or otherwise be away from the

premises of the owner or keeper within a dog control zone and

to be on public property or the private property of another

without his permission, unless such dog be under control by

means of a leash.

Sec. 3-44. Dog identification.

It shall be unlawful to keep or harbor a dog over six (6) months

of age anywhere in the unincorporated areas of Ouachita Parish

unless a rabies license has been procured for the animal from a

licensed veterinarian. Such animal must be identified by a

rabies tag, or a tag or metal plate bearing the owner's correct

name and address on its collar. Dogs at large anywhere in the

unincorporated areas of Ouachita Parish without a rabies tag or

an identification name plate shall be deemed nuisances and

may be impounded. Any person harboring, keeping or allowing

an unidentifiable dog to be at large when such dog should be

identifiable is guilty of a violation of this section.

Member & Sponsor Brags
Congratulations to PAWS member Kathy Spurlock! Upon the

retirement of David Petty, Kathy was named General Manager 



in addition to Executive Editor of The News-Star. She has been

the Executive Editor there since 1995. Kathy and husband, 

Lindsey Wilkerson, have been PAWS members since 2006. 

If you are a PAWS member or sponsor for any of our events, and

would like to share a special accomplishment in The Pet Scoop,

please contact us at pawsnela@yahoo.com.

PAWS Animal Shelter Rescue Program
Thanks to our wonderful donors, sponsors and foster families,

we are able to rescue many dogs from the Ouachita Parish

Animal Shelter each month. Since 2003, we have saved the

lives of nearly 850 dogs and cats! Many of them have had to

endure heartworm treatment, mange treatment, limb

amputations or other surgeries due to neglect and injuries they

received prior to entering the shelter. All of these awesome pets

have gone on to loving new families with the help of our rescue

partners! 

In June we were able to pull these 7 wonderful dogs from the

shelter who have either already found new homes or will soon

be on their way to new lives!

There are always many more waiting at the shelter who need



our help. If you would like to be a part of this wonderful rescue

effort, please consider donating to our Rescue Program or

becoming a foster family. 

Click HERE to donate to our Animal Shelter Rescue Program

Click HERE to access our foster home application. Read our

foster home FAQ's HERE.

Friends of the PAWS Rescue Program

For those of you who are on Facebook, check out our new group

called 'Friends of the PAWS of NELA Rescue Program'. 

We will be using this group to post updates on dogs in the PAWS

of NE LA Rescue Program, dogs needing foster homes, dogs

needing sponsors, sponsor shout outs, foster brags, post

adoption updates, dogs up for adoption, etc. All PAWS fosters,

sponsors, friends and adopters are welcome to post and share!

Click HERE to visit our page and join the group today!

2015 "Make Your Pet A Star" Calendar &
Photo Contest Fundraiser



This fundraiser is always a favorite because everyone gets to

show off their 4-legged family members that mean so much to

them! This year we are changing things up a little and YOU will

get to decide the winning photos through our online photo

contest. The online photo contest starts on 8/1/14 and ends on

9/1/14. The 13 photos with the top votes will represent our

calendar cover and the 12 months inside the calendar as well

as win a few prizes. All other photos that are entered will be

shown as thumbnail photos on the days of the week. Don't think

your photo could generate enough votes to win? We will also

have a Judge's Choice winning photo that will be chosen by a

local photographer and will win prizes including a $100 gift card

to a local pet store.

So get those photos ready and visit our calendar contest page

HERE starting on 8/1/14. Entry fee per photo is $10. You'll also be

able to pre-purchase a calendar for $15 when you enter your

photo or you can purchase one from our website

www.pawsnela.org at any time. We can't wait to see all of your

great pet pics! Don't forget...no humans in the photos...view all of

our rules and prizes on our calendar contest page. 

 

 



 

Please spay or neuter your pets! If you are a

low-income pet owner and can't afford it,

we can help! Click HERE for our spay/neuter

application. Visit our website to learn more

about the importance of spay/neuter. If you

have questions, email us at

pawsnela@yahoo.com.

Welcome! 
We would like to thank and welcome our

June 2014 new & renewing members!
 

 
 

Not a member? Join us today!

Click HERE to become a PAWS member...



July 20-26 - Veterinarian Appreciation Week

July 26 - Offsite Adoption - Petco - Monroe, LA

August 1 - 'Make Your Pet A Star' Online Photo Contest Begins
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www.pawsnela.org
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