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Forward this message to a friend

 
Visit our website

Our mission is to reduce

and aid the population

of unwanted and lost

companion animals in

our community and to

support and encourage

the positive interaction

between pets

and people.

 
  
 

We are an all volunteer,

Hi {FIRST_NAME|PAWS Supporter},

 

Our newsletter is now being delivered monthly so you can

stay updated on everything PAWS has going on! Here's

the November edition of The Pet Scoop. Hope you enjoy!

 

Jo, Nina, Christy P, Jennifer, Cindy, Samantha, Julie, Christy W

& Staci

PAWS Board of Directors

Martinis For Mutts Recap
by Julie Lewis

On Thursday, October 17th,

the remarkable Chef Pat

Nolan and the vodka

connoisseurs of Glazer’s

hosted a successful flavored-

vodka tasting event for PAWS

for NE Louisiana at Chef Pat Nolan’s Catering 605 Louisville

Avenue location. Glazer’s featured an array of Smirnoff’s

flavored vodkas, including their Sorbet Light line (the lemon

is a personal favorite and clocks in at a diet-friendly 78

calories per 1.5 fl oz.) and the new Cinna-Sugar Twist were

popular favorites. They also

premiered the newest

Bailey’s vanilla-cinnamon

flavor and the flavorful



501(c)3 non-profit

organization that was

founded in May 2003 to

help the communities

in Northeast Louisiana.

 
   

CLICK HERE TO

BECOME A PAWS

MEMBER TODAY!
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Ready for the cold weather?
Check out our warm hoodies

and the rest
of our PAWS gear...

visit our online store! 
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flavor and the flavorful

California wines from “Once

Upon a Vine,” among many

others. Their Pinot Noir and

sparkling wines were quite delicious. The liquors were tasted

straight-up on the rocks or artfully blended with other mixers

by Glazer’s ambassadors, Blake Herrington and David

Lewis.

As guests, including several

local celebrities, perused their

beverage options, they also

enjoyed an array of tasty and

succulent offerings from Chef

Pat Nolan. Once again, Chef

Pat outdid herself with great

twists on the traditional vegetable platter, tantalizing bite-

sized desserts, her handmade prosciutto-wrapped cheese

straws, and so many other delicious choices. A huge thanks

to everyone who came out to support PAWS with this unique

event! Attendees leisurely enjoyed the refreshments in the

indoor dining area and in the beautifully manicured

courtyard as they were serenaded by Tommy Lewis on

guitar. 

 

A Halloween costume contest

was also featured and we

congratulate our two

costume winners who each

won a beautiful gift basket

donated by Glazer’s! If you

liked this event, be sure to

visit us at our future tasting

events with Glazer’s and Chef Pat Nolan in 2014!

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2014 Krewe of PAWS ~ Mardi Gras Pet
Parade

                                     
Save the date...February 15, 2014!

It’s everyone's favorite event! We

will soon start planning for our 8th

Annual Krewe of PAWS Mardi Gras



Staci Choate

Membership Coordinator

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Pet Parade. Now is the time to put

those creative ideas into action and

start working on your floats and

costumes. All pets are welcome! 

 

Details and registration information will soon be available at

www.pawsnela.org.  Click here to see pictures from our 2013

parade

November is Adopt-A-Senior-Pet Month
by Christy Whitaker

A senior Yellow Lab named

Libby that we were

fostering came into our home

and hearts like a breath of

fresh air. I will always

remember the morning she

walked through the door.

Libby made her way across

the room to see our cat Babycat and before Babycat could

even react, Libby had licked him across the face. She was

such a great dog, she found one toy that she particularly

liked and would carry it around. 

Libby had been abandoned at

the Ouachita Parish Animal

Shelter by some family

members of her deceased

owner who said they could not

handle her. She was a great

dog...she was housetrained, crate

trained and she did not chew on

things... all the things you don’t

get with a puppy. Sadly, Libby

passed away from complications

due to heartworms before she

had the chance to find a forever home. We were

heartbroken about losing Libby, but we are glad we had the

chance to give a senior animal a last chance to know she

was loved. Please consider adopting a senior, you won't

regret it!!!  

We Made A Difference!
by Nina Bennett

PAWS of NE Louisiana would like to thank the volunteers and

participants that came out to Petco October 26th for the

offsite adoption and for Make A Difference Day 2013, hosted

by PAWS of NELA. This nationwide volunteer event was

sponsored by The News Star, DeltaStyle Magazine and Petco

and funded by a grant from the Gannett Foundation. Your

involvement in this community event helped make this

event a huge success!



 
Lots of information regarding

animal welfare, responsible pet

ownership, the importance of

spaying and neutering your

pets, and local resources

available to pet owners was

distributed to hundreds of

attendees of the “Pet

Ownership Awareness Fair”!

Volunteers of PAWS and The

News Star were able to

microchip and register 220 pets

and make 196 pet ID tags…all

for FREE… thanks to this grant!! If those pets ever go

missing, they have a much greater chance of getting back

home by being microchipped and/or having an ID tag on

their collar. The PAWS Offsite Adoption found loving homes

for 4 shelter animals, too! So, all in all, it was a great day!

 
We had a great turnout for

the pet costume contest,

sponsored by The News Star

and feel everyone had some

great fun and learned

something about the

resources available to help

pet owners have healthier

and happier pets and to “Make A Difference” in the lives of

our community’s pets and their owners.

 
The News-Star has several

photos of the event in their

photo gallery and the online

article on the event (Sunday,

October 27th edition)

includes a great video

explaining the background of

Make A Difference Day and

the importance of

volunteerism and helping

your community.

 

Thanks again to all that participated in this event!

 

Get The Best Nutrition For Your Cat
by Jo Traylor

One of the frequent questions asked when a new cat or

kitten is adopted is what to feed it. The often heard answer is

to feed the most expensive food you can afford. That’s a

very broad statement. There are number of products

available at all price ranges to meet every budget. So why



not feed the cheap stuff if it’s just as good as the most

pricey delicacies? With all the choices, how can you be

certain that you are feeding your cat what’s best for them?

Start by consulting with your veterinarian and then continue

throughout your cat’s life.

At any price range, how do

you know that you are

getting what you are

paying for? Just as the

USDA, FDA, and FTC

regulate our food sources,

they regulate what can be

used in pet food and

monitor safe food handling

processes. The Fair

Packaging and Labeling Act

also protects us from

deceptive packaging and

labeling of pet foods.

Each state controls the marketing and labeling of all animal

foods within its borders. However, most states have adopted

the recommendations of the Association of American Feed

Control Officials, AAFCO. These regulations include product

names, flavor designations, guaranteed analysis, nutritional

adequacy statements, proper ingredient names, and

labeling. The AAFCO establishes testing requirements for

manufacturers to meet to satisfy state laws for safety and

for nutritional quality.

That’s a lot of information printed on the label! To simplify,

any manufacturer that actually tests a product has put

much time and money into proving that it is nutritional

sound for the age and activity level of your pet. That does

not mean that it’s more expensive. Check the packaging for

a statement such as, “Animals feeding tests using AAFCO

procedures/guidelines substantiates that Brand X provides

complete and balanced nutrition for the maintenance of

adult cats.” It may specify kittens or specific purposes as

urinary tract maintenance, weight management, etc.

Some at a higher consumer cost have not been tested but

only meet the nutritional adequacy requirements. Packaging

stating that the food “meets or exceeds” the AAFCO’s

nutritional requirements means only that the ingredients fall

somewhere within the acceptable range, not necessarily

nutritionally balanced, and no animal feeding tests have

been done to substantiate the manufacturer’s claims.

Follow your veterinarian’s recommendations, carefully read

the labels, and together, you can create a nutritious menu

for your cat AND stay within your budget. To be purrfectly



fair, the same guidelines apply to dog food too.  

2014 "Make Your Pet A Star" - Photo
Contest Winners
Congratulations to the winners of our 2014 “Make Your Pet A

Star” Calendar Photo Contest who are listed below! We had

163 entries this year making it very difficult to choose the 13

winning photos that represent our calendar cover and the

12 months. THANK YOU to everyone who entered a

photo...it's great to see so many well loved pets! For those

whose photo wasn't chosen, look for your pet's photo on

one of the days of the week! A big thank you goes out to our

judge, local photographer Steve Walker who definitely

had his work cut out for him! 

Congratulations to the following!

Cover photo – “Lucy” – Larry & Kathy Dage

January – “Molly” – Claudia Long

February – “Beaux, Baxter, Cord & Lucy” – Larry & Kathy

Dage

March – “Reggie” – Larry & Kathy Dage

April – “Leo” – Jan Dooley

May – “Charley” – Kenneth & Lorrie Howell

June – “Rice” – Gracie Forbes

July – “Joy” – Derek, Lori, Alex & Josie Hatch

August – “Cooper” – Cat Canales & Eric Herpin

September – “Lil” – Diane Sartor

October – “Prissy” – Larry & Kathy Dage

November – “Luci & Piper” – Allie & Maria Alexander

December – “Hattie” - Derek, Lori, Alex & Josie Hatch

 

 

You can purchase your own calendar for only $15. If you

would like your calendar(s) shipped to you, shipping is $5 for

the 1st calendar and $3 for each additional calendar. Click



HERE to order. Enter the total purchase amount for your

calendar(s) (plus shipping if applicable). We would love to

sell out! If you want to pick up your calendar locally or if you

want to purchase a calendar in person instead of online,

we hope to have the calendars available at our November

30th offsite adoption at Petco in Monroe.

 

All proceeds will help fund our programs which in turn

will help the pets and pet owners in our community. Email

pawscalendar@yahoo.com if you have questions or have

problems ordering your calendar.

 

I'm Lost!

by Christy Primm 
It CAN happen to your pet. Most of us consider our pets part

of the family and would be devastated if a beloved dog or

cat came up missing. Each day we are seeing more and

more pets in our community that have become lost from

home. Protect your pets so they stay safely at home but be

prepared in the event that they do go missing.

1. Keep your pet confined to your home and/or fenced yard.

Our pets depend on us to protect them. If you allow your pet

to roam free because you think he ‘never leaves the yard’,

you are setting him or her up for something bad to happen.

Dog fights, eating something in the neighborhood that

makes them sick, speeding cars, disgruntled neighbors, wild

animals, getting picked up by animal control (we have a

leash law in Ouachita Parish…even out in the country), dog

snatchers (some of who steal dogs to sell to laboratories or

for dog fighting), …these are all dangers that your pet faces

daily when they are allowed out on their own.

2. Don’t have a fence? Even letting your pet out for 10

minutes by himself to potty can result in a missing pet. Your

pet could be lured across the street by a rabbit/squirrel and

into the path of a car, they could have a run in with an

aggressive dog or wild animal, they could be stolen and the

list goes on. Take the time to leash walk your dog to potty.

That 10 minutes could be the difference between your pet

being safely at home with you and being the next missing

pet, never to be seen again.

3. Keep a collar with a

pet id tag on your pet at

ALL times. You never

know when they will

sneak out the door or

dig out of your fence.

Don’t like jingling tags?

You can purchase tag

silencers or collars with



a nameplate or your info

embroidered on it so no need for noisy tags. You can also

have your pet microchipped at your vet’s office.

4. If your pet does come up missing:

    • ACT IMMEDIATELY. Don’t assume he’ll come home

       tonight or the next day. Check with neighbors to see if

       anyone has seen him.

    • Keep current pictures of your pet as he ages so that

you

       can quickly make a flyer and post around the

       neighborhood and at vet’s offices.

    • Take a flyer to the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter (323-

       4032, 417 Well Rd West Monroe,

       www.parishpets.petfinder.com ) right away and look for

       your pet there…all pets that are picked up by animal

       control in Ouachita parish are taken there. If you don’t

       find him, check back every few days.

    • Use the internet! Post a picture of your pet on the “Lost

       and Found Dogs of Ouachita Parish” Facebook age, take

       a ‘lost’ ad out in The News Star. The more people on

       the lookout for your pet, the better chance he has at

       coming home.

According to the American Humane Association, only 17%

of dogs and 2% of cats make their way back to their owners

if lost. Don’t let your pet become a statistic…keep them safe

at home!

 

 

Santa Claws is Coming To Town! Save
the Dates...December 7 & 8
by Nina Bennett

Santa Claws will be at PetSmart

in Monroe on Saturday,

December 7th and Sunday,

December 8th from 11am –

4pm each day! PAWS will be

there taking photos of your pet



with Santa Claws both days!

Each photo will come with a

cute Christmas themed frame

and part of the proceeds will go

to PAWS! This is always so

much fun! Please plan to come

out and bring the fur-babies for their annual Christmas

photo! They make cute Christmas gifts or Christmas cards

too!

Cats and Yearly Vaccinations

by Jo Traylor

Contact with diseases is always possible with an accidental

excursion out-of-doors. Accidental escapes unknowingly

may impact the health of other cats living in a household as

well. Potential disease and infection are widely present in

excrement, in bites, and where other cats eat and drink. It’s

especially important to

vaccinate outdoor cats

too.

 
Isolate before

introducing a new cat

into a household with a

resident cat. A new cat

may be a “carrier” so

discuss testing and

prevention with your veterinarian and establish an schedule

for 4-in-1 or 3-in-1 and rabies vaccines. Easing the

newcomer into the routine allows vaccinations or treatments

time to take effect.

When given appropriately, vaccines are safe and effective.

The possibility of adverse reactions is usually minimal, but

each cat reacts differently. Carefully monitor the cat for

several days for infections at the injection sites, changes in

habits, and onset of unexplained illness. Consult with your

veterinarian to establish if a reaction has occurred and

whether future vaccinations should be avoided or if

alternatives are available.

When moving to another state with your cat, as soon as

possible, find out what vaccinations are required for that

area. Timely veterinary exams and vaccinations are the

ounce of prevention that leads to a lifetime of good health

and companionship for your indoor or outdoor cat.

Size Doesn't Matter!
by Christy Primm

One of the phrases that makes me cringe is when I hear

people say they want to adopt a small "house dog" or that

they are looking to

adopt an "outside



adopt an "outside

dog"...but what they

are really implying is

that they believe

that large dogs aren't

suitable for indoor

living. This couldn't

be farther from the

truth! Just ask the

75# dog that graces my couch every day :) 

 
Unless you have a weight limit restriction imposed by a

landlord, size should not be the determining factor when

choosing your new indoor family member. Almost any dog,

regardless of size, can live happily in any size home as long

as the owner is willing to provide the appropriate amount

of exercise for their particular dog.

 
Great Danes are one of the largest dog breeds and they do

not do well as outside dogs...they are very people-oriented

and could become depressed and possibly destructive

living outdoors away from their family. Many small breed

dogs have more energy than large dogs and tend to be

more hyperactive. A large dog that gets enough exercise

and/or outdoor playtime will likely become a couch potato

when he's happily inside with his family where he feels he

belongs. If you currently have an outdoor dog that exhibits

behavioral issues like barking, tearing things up or digging,

try slowly introducing him to the indoor life and see if his

behaviors change.

 
Dogs are very social and are pack animals. They consider

your family to be their "pack". They want to interact and be

with you and when left outdoors to entertain themselves,  

they can become bored, depressed, destructive, nuisance

barkers and will sometimes escape your yard and become

lost. Of course there are some dogs that do perfectly fine

living outdoors and may even prefer it to indoor living. But

let's break the stereotype that large dogs can only be

"outside dogs"....consider a large dog for your home...with a

little training, patience and love, ANY size dog can enjoy the

comforts of home alongside his family.    

BACK IN BLACK 2013!



by Julie Lewis

NOVEMBER 1-30 ~ BACK IN BLACK! - Please take part in this

national, month long adoption campaign being sponsored

by Best Friends Animal Society. Back In Black is an event

dedicated to increasing awareness and adoptions of black

(or mostly black) cats and dogs! Although they are every bit

as sweet as other animals, pets in black often wait longer for

homes than their lighter-colored pals. Let's shine the

spotlight on these often overlooked pets for the whole month

of November and help find them good homes! The Ouachita

Parish Animal Shelter ALWAYS has an abundance of "dark"

dogs and cats so plan to visit them at 417 Well Rd, West

Monroe or check them out online at

www.parishpets.petfinder.com. We will be tracking the

number of black (or mostly black) pets adopted from the

OPAS in November so help us by considering one for your

family or sharing this info with friends and family!

“All of us in animal rescue know this is true, that black cats

and black dogs routinely get overlooked by potential

adopters,” said PAWS’ board member and rescue

coordinator, Jennifer Pesnell. “And yet, famous leaders

favored black pets. For instance during World War II, U.S.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had a black dog and

British Prime Minister Winston Churchill had a black cat. Both

pets actually sat in on strategic meetings. Then there are

the positive legends, such as the Gurt Dog of Somerset,

England who protected children, and the tale of fishermen’s

wives who kept black cats because they believed they

protected their husbands at sea.”

“Come meet the black dogs and cats from the Ouachita

Parish Animal Shelter and create a legend of your own,” said

Pesnell. 

As part of the BACK IN BLACK initiative, PAWS of Northeast

Louisiana will feature loving, adoptable black (or mostly

black) pets at this month's offsite adoption opportunity. This

event will take place on Saturday, November 30, 2013 at the

Petco in Monroe from noon – 4 pm. To view some of the

dogs and cats available for adoption, please visit

www.parishpets.petfinder.com . The (cash) adoption fee is



$60 for dogs and $50 for cats, and this includes a

spay/neuter certificate and 7-in-1 & Bordetella vaccinations

for dogs or 4-in-1 vaccination for cats. 

November is also “National Adopt a Senior Pet Month.”

Senior pets are often overlooked as well but the saying “you

can’t teach an old dog new tricks” couldn’t be further from

the truth. Senior pets can also adapt to a new home just as a

younger pet or puppy/kitten can, but many have already

been house-broken and are past the “chewing” stage,

perhaps saving your favorite shoes from an untimely

destruction. For a great story about the rescue of a black,

senior dog, visit Jennifer Pesnell’s account of her time with

“Pops” under “Happy Tails” on the homepage of our website

(www.pawsnela.org ). 

If you aren't in the market for a new friend, come get a FREE

pet ID tag to help your current pets find their way home if

they ever become lost. A collar without ID tags just isn’t

enough.

 

 

 

Please spay or neuter your pets! If you

are a low-income pet owner and can't

afford it, we can help! Click HERE for our

spay/neuter application. Visit our website

to learn more about the importance of

spay/neuter. If you have questions, email

us at pawsnela@yahoo.com.

Welcome! 
We would like to thank and welcome



our October 2013

new and renewing members!

 

 
Not a member? Join us today!

Click here to become a PAWS member...

November - Adopt-A-Senior-Pet Month
November - Back In Black 2013 - Promoting Black Dog & Cat
Adoptions
November 30 - Offsite Adoption - Petco, Monroe, LA
December 7 & 8 - Santa Claws photos - Petsmart, Monroe, LA

Tel: (318) 397-0007
www.pawsnela.org

Email: pawsnela@yahoo.com
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