
Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year! 

 

2013 will prove to be stellar year 

for PAWS. We’re making the final 

preparations for the Mardi Gras 

Pet Parade on Feb 2 and will soon 

begin planning events for the en-

tire year. Many of the traditional 

events will continue and new ones 

may be incorporated.  

 

One big event to watch for will be the 10th year anniversary of PAWS. Next 

summer, PAWS will be 10 years strong! Our members, volunteers, and sup-

porters have much to be proud of and celebrate. Mark you calendars on May 

16, 2013 and save the date to celebrate.  

 

Another event to celebrate will be the grand opening of PAWS Spay-Neuter 

Services. After more than 3 years of planning and fundraising, the doors will be 

opening in a few months. Many thanks to those that worked so hard to make 

this vision a reality. 

 

Keeping checking those emails and facebook posts for event announcements. 

Volunteers are always needed too so if you can help with an event or project, 

please let us know. PAWS strength comes from the dedication and participa-

tion of its great volunteers. How else would our events be so successful!! 

 

Not all our work is summarized in an event. Many tasks are done behind the 

scenes. Our gratitude to those that foster and transport dogs and cats, make 

phone calls, promote spaying and neutering, promote adoption, organize shel-

ter supply drives, share their certified therapy pets, donate, and sponsor spe-

cial needs. Thank you for living the mission. Together, we are the solution. 
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tive  interaction between 

pets and people. 

 
We are an all volunteer,              

501(c)3 non-profit        
organization that was 

founded in May 2003 to 
help the communities in 
northeast Louisiana. 
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2013 Krewe of PAWS Mardi Gras Pet Parade   
by Ch r i sty  Pr imm  

It’s almost here! The 7th Annual Krewe of PAWS Mardi Gras Pet 

Parade will be rolling through the streets of Antique Alley in 

West Monroe on February 2nd. Now is the time to put those 

creative ideas into action and start working on your floats and 

costumes. All pets are welcome! As usual we will hold our float 

and costume contests and will award winners for Best Float, Best 

Small Dog Costume, Best Large Dog Costume and Best Non-

Canine Costume. Our parade committee is working on a new t-

shirt design that you are going to love! Get your FREE Krewe of PAWS t-shirt by 

registering early (only those PRE-registering for the parade will receive a free t-

shirt). If you don’t pre-register, you can still purchase a shirt for $15 in 

addition to your registration fees.  We will once again be holding a drawing 

to crown the pet King and Queen of our parade. Be sure to enter your pet

(s) so they can head up our parade in style! They will ride in a decorated 

golf cart (along with their pet parents of course) adorned with their very 

own parade sign and will be provided a King or Queen cape to wear.  

Details and registration information will be posted soon at 

www.pawsnela.org. 

 

We are also still looking for sponsors to help make our parade bigger and 

better so we can raise much needed funding for our programs. We have 4 

sponsor levels ranging from the $100 Bronze Paw Sponsor to the $1,000 

Title Sponsor. We are also in need of in-kind donations to be used as 

carnival game prizes. If you would like more information or a sponsor 

brochure, email parade@pawsnela.org. The deadline for sponsors is 

12/31/12! Stay tuned to our website www.pawsnela.org for more info! 

On July 19
th

, Tonore’s Wine Cellar featured PAWS Spay-Neuter Services as the 

charitable organization of choice for their summer wine tasting. Vendors 

poured wine samples for guests and helped them make selections. Pepsi very 

generously donated bottled water for the evening. PAWS provided a wide vari-

ety of light hors d'oeurvres and desserts while Tonore’s served roasted turkey and pork. A PAWS basket and a Ton-

ore’s gift basket were available for raffle and guests could also enter a free drawing for a PAWS membership. For-

mer New Orleans Saint Joe Horn dropped by to visit with guests while they moved about the Wine Cellar. Our grati-

tude to Patrick Gerl and George Tonore for choosing PAWS for their summer wine tasting again this year. 

Wine Tasting for PAWS SNS   
by Jo  Tray lor  
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PAWS was recently awarded a $2,000 grant from the Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear 

Hugs Foundation to support our Spay/Neuter Assistance Program. With this fund-

ing, we will be able to help spay and neuter 40 pets of needy pet owners which will 

prevent many unwanted litters. 

 

The Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Foundation is committed to making life 

more bearable for children, families and pets, in need of a helping paw. With the 

sale of each full-sized Bearemy’s Kennel Pals® friend – a collection of Build-A-Bear Workshop® plush dogs 

– one dollar is donated to domestic pet programs including local animal shelters, stray pet rescue and re-

habilitation organizations, and pet education programs around the country. These funds are available to 

qualified non-profit organizations in the United States and Canada. Visit www.buildabear.com for more 

information.  

 

Help support the Build-A-Bear Workshop Bear Hugs Foundation by purchasing your own Bearemy’s Ken-

nel Pal® today! Learn more about our Spay/Neuter Assistance Program on our website at http://

www.pawsnela.org/spay-neuter.php. If you’d like to become a Sponsor-A-Spay Angel and help save lives 

through spaying and neutering, visit our online store here http://commerce.bayou.com/pawsnela/

index.php?l=product_detail&p=12  

PAWS Spay/Neuter Program granted $2,000   
by Ch r i sty  Pr imm  

2012:  A Great Year for PAWS Memberships   
by Betsy  H aven s  

PAWS has grown by leaps and bounds this year!  Last summer’s “Catch The Fever:  Member Get A Mem-

ber” campaign was a huge success and we’re looking forward to new and exciting things for our member-

ship program in the coming year.  We welcomed 52 new members to the PAWS of NELA family in 2012!  

We’d love to see our organization grow even more by surpassing this number in 2013. 

 

The time to make those New Year’s resolutions is right around the corner.  For 2013 why not “resolve” to 

take your commitment to PAWS a step further through membership?  Volunteers are the backbone of 

our organization but a membership makes it official.  It’s your “stamp of approval” on PAWS as an organi-

zation and validates for us that we’re doing a good job in our community.  Annual membership dues help 

to support various PAWS programs such as shelter animal rescue, spay/neuter assistance, and humane 

education/therapy.  We want to continue to provide these services to Northeast Louisiana’s disadvan-

taged pets and citizens for many years to come.  Won’t you join us?  Be part of the solution and join 

PAWS of NELA today.  Together we WILL make a difference!   

 

Congrats to our 3rd and 4th Quarter 2012 PAWS Member Appreciation Drawing WINNERS  

Ed and Sharon Handel and Dona Griffin!   
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Make Your Pet a *STAR* Calendar Contest 
by Christy Primm  

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Make Your Pet A Star Calendar Fundraiser! The winners 

have been chosen and the calendars have been printed…they make great Christmas gifts for the pet lover 

in your life. You can purchase a calendar from our online store at www.pawsnela.org and they can be 

picked up locally or shipped. Here are the lucky winners: 

 

Cover - Minnie - Cathy Bond-Hilton 

January - Goldie - Rhonda and Mike Ruddick 

February - Maya - Jan Dooley 

March - Tia - Leavitt Family 

April - Lucy - Faith Hudson 

May - Murphy and Chuck - Hamilton Family  

June - Bob - Jan Dinh 

July - Georgia - Jan Dooley 

August - Livvy - Walker Family 

September - Champ - Chad and Terra Powell 

October - Oliver - Penny Schwich 

November - Louie - LaTanya Harper 

December - Buddy - Beverly Walker 

 

Honorable mention— Nyla, Jewel, Granny Pearl, Major Hound, Duke, Dazy, Chuck, Bacchus, Tabby, Daisy, 

Chico, Kiely, Rosco, Suki and Keavy.   

We were happy to know that many of our entrants and winners were rescued and or adopted! Several of 

our winners came from the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter and went through the PAWS Rescue Program 

to find their new forever homes or were adopted at the offsite adoptions that PAWS holds each month:  

Murphy & Chuck (May), Oliver (October) and Georgia (July).  

 

Don’t forget that ALL pets who were submitted are in the calendar on a day of the month! Get your 

calendar today to see where your pet is J. PAWS would like to thank Lucy & Robert Holtzclaw from 

Holtzclaw Photography for judging our photos  & choosing the winners, we know it was a difficult decision 

with all of the great photos that we received. 
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Financial Planning to help PAWS   
by Nina Benn ett   

Claudia Long adopted Mini-Me from the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter in December of 

2003 when she was about 6 months old.  Her official name was “Mr. Spot’s Mini-Me” be-

cause she was a miniature version of her older therapy dog, Mr. Spot. Mini-Me for short!  

She loved to run and jump and play and was a natural agility dog.  It was very hard for her to 

sit still for very long so Claudia waited until she was 5 years old to try for the therapy dog 

certification.  She passed and they began doing therapy visits.  Mini developed spinal prob-

lems and stopped doing agility and concentrated on obedience and therapy work.  She truly 

loved children and was wonderful at giving demonstrations for them when they presented 

Responsible Pet Ownership and Pet Safety programs.  Mini-Me will be missed.   

Remembering 2 PAWS Pet Therapy Dogs  
by Jo Traylor  

Boe was lucky enough to find Samantha Luttrell when he was a very sick puppy in Colorado.  Sam was 

working at an emergency vet clinic there and a young Corgi was brought in to be euthanized because his 

owners could not afford the expensive surgery he needed to remove a foreign body from his stomach.  

Sam offered to help the little guy and the family signed him over to her instead.  Boe got his surgery and 

Samantha spent the next many months working off his medical bills!  Samantha (and Boe) soon moved 

to Louisiana to work at the Outdoor Wilderness Learning Center of the Louisiana Methodist Children’s 

Home.  Boe quickly began a favorite of the kids and started his unofficial therapy work at the OWL 

Center.  After Samantha joined the PAWS Board of Directors in 2011, she had Boe certified with TDI and 

he began making therapy visits for PAWS.  His gentle nature and adorable Corgi looks helped even those 

afraid of dogs make friends with Boe.  Boe is truly missed by all who knew him.    

Are you looking for some great tax deductions?  Well, look no further!  Both PAWS of NE Louisiana ("PAWS") and 

PAWS of NELA Spay-Neuter Services ("PAWS SNS") are 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations and donation options 

have tax benefits.  Here are a few simple ways to help ensure that PAWS and PAWS SNS can continue their 

community programs assisting the homeless companion animals in the future: 

 

1. Include PAWS as a beneficiary on your life insurance policy.  If you show PAWS as the owner and the 

beneficiary, the premiums may become tax deductible also!  This allows people to give a larger gift than 

they would otherwise be able to make and avoid probate. 

2. Create or amend your will – A well-planned will can avoid problems for your heirs and direct a gift to 

charity, which can reduce taxes and estate settlement costs.  Include PAWS or PAWS SNS as a beneficiary. 

3. Make a donation now to PAWS or PAWS SNS.  We will provide you with a thank you letter that will serve as 

a receipt for your tax records.   

 

As with any financial planning, you will need to consult with your financial advisor and legal consultant to attain 

maximum benefits for both you and PAWS.  PAWS cannot provide legal or financial advice.  Because of our 501(c)

(3) status with the Internal Revenue Service, all donations have tax benefits according to current laws.  Please 

remember to check with your financial and legal advisors to find the option that would be most beneficial to you. 



If you weren’t with us at the Monroe Civic Center on Saturday night, 

October 27
th

, you missed an amazing night!   The board of directors for 

PAWS NELA and PAWS SNS as well as our amazing volunteers worked 

feverishly for months in preparation and planning for this ground-

breaking fundraiser for PAWS SNS.  In the final days leading up to the 

event, the stage was being set, sound & lights rigged, and all those 

last-minute preparations were being seen to in a chaotic, yet organ-

ized, style.  When finally it was time to get “the show on the road,” our 

skillful emcee for the evening, Mike Downhour, got everyone into the 

spirit of the cause and the show ahead.  The “Mighty Mick” kept the 

audience dancing as he performed many of his seventeen #1 hits and 

laughing as he shared stories in a way that only he could.  MG led the 

crowd through his humble beginnings growing up with his now-famous 

cousins in Ferriday to how he arrived at his first #1 hit at the age of 37 

to his banner year at the American Academy of Country Music Awards 

and his cameo roles in TV shows we all know and love.  MG wowed the 

audience with his masterful showmanship and soulful voice for over 

two hours, all of which he bigheartedly donated to the cause.  Our 

sold-out VIP tables were privy to a special pre-show “Meet & Greet” 

with the star of the night as they enjoyed beverages donated by Coca-

Cola, Bud Light/Marsala Beverages and Barefoot Wine/Glazer’s Dis-

tributors and enjoyed tasty hors de oeuvres artfully displayed on can-

dlelit tables and were prepared by the talented Chef Pat Nolan, Sysco’s 

Curt Adams, and our hard-working PAWS’ volunteers (and their spouses).  Desserts 

were also provided by Brookshire's (Hwy 165 – Monroe) and VIP table décor by LA 

Delta Ballet.    

 

During the intermission, a special visual presentation set to MG’s music not only 

thanked our incredible concert sponsors, but featured numerous pets available for 

adoption at the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter, 4 Paws of Ruston, Morehouse Hu-

mane Society, River Cities Humane Society for Cats, Saving Paws of Caldwell Parish, 

Humane Society of LA – Franklin Chapter and Delta Humane Society.  

 

One of the many highlights of the evening came just after intermission when 

Mickey Gilley carried-out his “$100 Challenge.”  MG threw down a brand-new $100 

bill and challenged the audience to join him in purchasing ten raffle tickets for the 

guitar he donated and signed (in addition to personally acquiring autographs of 

another 24 big-name stars, including Bill Cosby, Bob Newhart, Clint Black, TGraham 

Brown, and Frankie Avalon).  Naturally, Ginger (the Pomeranian) took center stage and stole the show!  Ginger was 

adopted in Branson after she was rescued as a breeder from a puppy mill. 

 

After an incredible show, Lindsay & Stacey Leavitt treated MG and his crew to an abundant supply of Raising Cane’s 

for their 8-hour ride back to Branson.   

  

Mickey Gilley Benefit Concert   

by Julie Lewis 
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Article continued on page 7 



We cannot thank of our concert supporters enough: 

 

GOLD PAW Title Sponsors:    Community Trust Bank, Squire Creek, City of Monroe – Monroe Civic Center, Coca-

Cola, Bud Light-Marsala Beverage, Barefoot Wines-Glazer’s Distributors. 

 

SILVER PAW Sponsors:  LAMAR Advertising and Al Embry International 

 

BRONZE PAW Sponsors: LA Construction Group, Johnny’s Pizza, Byrnes Mechanical, OPUS Broadcasting, KNOE and 

KTVE. 

 

Special recognition:  Chef Pat Nolan, Curt Adams – Sysco Foods, Raising Canes, Associated Business Printing, Brook-

shire's on Hwy 165, Delta Ballet and Music City Productions 

 

Of course, none of this would have been possible without the generosity of Mickey Gilley himself, PAWS NELA tire-

less volunteers and everyone who supported PAWS SNS by attending this event. 

 

On November 14
th

, we enlisted the kind assistance of our friends at Community Trust Bank (Forsythe Branch) to 

draw the names of our lucky raffle winners…and here they are:    

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Lynn Allen for winning the signed Mickey Gilley guitar (not to mention the other twenty-

four incredible stars)!  Lynn also attended the Mickey Gilley concert and was so very excited to win the guitar.  

CONGRATULATIONS to Michelle Gathright (and her adorable pooch Sophie) for winning our Dog Whisperer gift 

basket!!!  Thanks to everyone who purchased a raffle ticket to help raise funds for PAWS of NELA Spay Neuter Ser-

vices Center!! 
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Mickey Gilley Benefit Concert continued... 
by Julie Lewis  



Santa Claws Goes to Petsmart  
by Jo Traylor  

Thank you to all the pets and their families that came out to Petsmart on Saturday, December 8th, to 

have their photos made with Santa Claws!  Santa and his elves had a great time and raised some 

much-needed funds for PAWS and our community programs! 

 

Thank you, also, to the customers of Petsmart that donated pet beds, toys, food and treats to PAWS 

and the shelter animals!  We had a car load of items when we left that evening that can be used for 

the shelter pets at Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter and also our Animal Shelter Rescue Program which 

rescues and fosters shelter pets until they can be transported to their new homes. 

 

PAWS of NELA needs more foster homes in order to rescue more shelter animals.  Please go to our 

website, www.pawsnela.org, for more information if you are interested in saving additional lives by 

fostering a dog in your home for a short time! 

 

We appreciate PetSmart hosting Santa Claws pet photos and shelter donations each year not only for 

PAWS but other animal rescue groups in our community! 

Holiday shoppers are accustomed to hearing the sound of bells and seeing the red kettles that have 

become an integral part of the Christmas season. The Red Kettle campaign, first started in San Fran-

cisco in 1891, has traditionally been the Salvation Army's most prominent fund-raiser.  The Salvation 

Army provides food, toys and clothing to over 6 million people during the Christmas season, and 

throughout the year helps more than 34 million people recovering from disasters.  For the last several 

years, PAWS Therapy Teams have participated by “ringing the bells” for this worthy cause. The dogs 

are very popular with harried shoppers, providing a welcome respite from the 

holiday hustle and bustle. The volunteer coordinator for the Monroe Salvation 

Army tells us that they always have an excellent response to the kettles 

manned by therapy teams! Thanks to Liz Faulk and Charlie, Penny Schwich 

and Roxie, and Alicia Bennett and Cody for manning the kettles on December 

15
th

 at Hobby Lobby! 

 

PAWS therapy teams stay busy throughout the year with visits to nursing 

homes and hospitals. They read with children at local libraries and visit local 

school children through PAWS’ Pet Education Program. Therapy dogs can 

have a tremendous positive impact on people, and the experience can be very 

rewarding for the handler and dog as well!  Think your dog has what it takes 

to be a therapy dog? Dogs should be friendly, well mannered, and comfort-

able in a variety of situations. You can start by attending a Canine Good Citizen class, offered by Ouachita Valley Dog Training 

Club (www.ovdtc.org). This is also a great class to take if your dog is not as well mannered as he could be! At the end of the 

class, participants may take the test to become certified with Therapy Dogs International. Once pets are certified, contact PAWS 

and we will help you find a visit that fits your dog’s personality and your schedule.  You can find more information about the 

certification requirements and procedure at www.tdi-dog.org, or you can contact PAWS with questions.  

 

PAWS Pet Therapy Teams Ring Bells   

by Samantha Luttrell  
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As Christmas approaches, you may find yourself wanting to add an adorable puppy to your 

family. We always encourage families to turn first to their local animal shelters when consider-

ing a new pet. There are so many needy dogs and cats waiting for new homes. We do highly 

discourage purchasing puppies from pet stores. Most people wonder why we are so opposed 

to them bringing a cute, fluffy puppy from a pet store into their home. When you do, you are 

supporting the perpetual, inhumane treatment of the parents of those puppies. Almost all 

puppies sold in pet stores come from commercial breeders or puppy mills. If you ask them 

where their puppies come from, they will tell you differently and will likely claim they are from 

local responsible breeders. A responsible breeder would NEVER place their puppies for sale in 

a pet store or sell them along the roadside (which is now illegal in our area!) or at a flea mar-

ket. The puppies in these pet stores are adorable but when you purchase them, you are con-

tributing to the horrible lives that their parents are living while being forced to churn out litter 

after litter in horrid conditions. These breeding dogs are kept in very small cages (like rabbit hutches), sitting in their own filth 

and in terrible health while their puppies are sold for profit. Google 'puppy mills' and you'll see what we are referring to. These 

puppy mills and backyard breeders exist right here in Ouachita Parish and surrounding areas. When the dogs are no longer able 

to breed or become too sick to make money off of, they will end up dumped on the streets, killed or at the local shelter. Do 

your research and learn why puppies should never be purchased from a pet store.  

 

If you decide that you must have a particular breed of dog and must have a puppy, stay away from the pet stores.  PLEASE find 

a reputable breeder local to your area. If the breeder won't let you see the parents of the puppies and where they are living, 

that is a big red flag and they are likely being bred in these horrible puppy mill type conditions. Don’t turn a blind eye and as-

sume/hope that the pet store puppy you purchase wasn’t born to a puppy mill dog. The only way to stop the suffering of these 

dogs is to stop purchasing puppies and pet supplies from the pet stores who sell them. There are many wonderful puppies 

and dogs at area shelters. Find one today at www.petfinder.com. 

Don’t Shop—ADOPT This Holiday Season  

by Christy Primm  
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What a great year PAWS has had.  We have done so many events it is hard to keep up with all of them but the one thing that has been the 

life force of PAWS is our volunteers.  With our volunteers PAWS would be unable to get 57 dogs & 2 cats adopted from the monthly offsite, 

58 cats adopted from Petsmart, 198+ (December isn’t over yet) dogs that have been fostered through our Animal Shelter Rescue program & 

it is a volunteer that has made 692 identification tags for our Tag Your Pet program.  PAWS has a board of directors that is called a “working” 

BOD but these numbers wouldn’t be possible without the help of our volunteers that work along side our board members to achieve our 

goals. 

 

PAWS has 11 offsite adoptions a year that last only 4 hours.  The Mardi Gras Pet Parade may be an 8 hour day but we break it up in shifts so 

no volunteers are overworked.  Don’t forget Day Of Caring at OPAS which usually last about 5 or 6 hours but what a difference those hours 

make in the life of the shelter employees but more importantly the animals.  These are the events that PAWS ask for help for & then there 

are our other “non” annual events we do.  The 10 ladies on the board can’t do everything ourselves & that is where the backbone of PAWS 

steps in & helps out, without volunteers PAWS wouldn’t be coming into our 10
th

 year.    

 

Mark your calendars & make a resolution in 2013 to volunteer with PAWS.  The last Saturday of every month is our monthly Petco offsite.  

We try & take 10 dogs each month but can only take dogs that we have a volunteer for.  February is our Mardi Gras Pet Parade & we will 

need volunteers to help setup, break down the parade site & work in between to make it a great parade.   

 

As the BOD begins planning the new year & what events are put on, don’t forget we can’t do it without your help.  If you aren’t on our email 

list please email pawsnela@yahoo.com to be added.  If you are on read those emails & help when you can. 

Make a Resolution to Volunteer in 2013  

by Angie Pritchett   
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“Reason for Surrender: Going Blind” read the tag hanging on his kennel. The big black and tan hound mix huddled 

on a blanket in the corner, the noise and chaos of the shelter even more overwhelming to a dog without sight. His 

owners had surrendered him several days ago, stating that they didn’t want to keep a blind dog. Quiet and 

unassuming, he had waited patiently for them to return, but they hadn’t. Now his time was up, and he was 

scheduled for euthanasia tomorrow. Fortunately, he caught the eye of the PAWS Rescue Coordinator as she walked 

through the kennels.  She decided that he would be a good candidate for the PAWS Rescue program, and named 

him Rudy, since he had overcome the odds. 

 

Rudy was examined by a vet, who determined that the cataracts in his eyes had left him functionally blind. During 

his brief stay at the clinic, he charmed the vets, technicians, and even the office staff with his friendly and gentle 

personality. His heartworm test was positive, so he started heartworm treatment before going home with his foster 

mom. 

 

At his foster mom’s house, Rudy quickly settled into a routine of long naps on the couch, occasionally punctuated 

by naps on the porch. Heartworm treatment requires that the dog remain quiet and normally involves crate rest, 

but Rudy showed little inclination to do anything that would elevate his heart rate.  His foster mom quickly 

reported that “Rudy is awesome! He gets along with everyone, is such a sweetie, and is amazingly well adjusted- 

most of the time I can’t even tell he is blind.” And it was true; once he learned to navigate the stairs and where the 

furniture was, he moved around the house and yard so confidently that no one would know he was blind. 

 

Rudy’s heartworm treatment was uneventful, and three months later he was declared heartworm free and taken 

off “couch rest.”  His foster mom lives and works on an 800 acre wilderness campus, and Rudy quickly settled into 

a new routine of long walks and energetic play sessions with her other foster dogs.  He learned the location of 

fences and permanent obstacles, and the meaning of the words, “Rudy, slow down!” He loved the at-risk youth 

that his foster mom worked with, and they in turn were inspired by the fact he navigated so well despite his 

blindness. Healthy, happy, and loved, Rudy settled in to wait for his ‘forever home.’ 

 

And he waited…and waited. Everyone had been sure that he would find a new home quickly; after all, what was not to like? He was friendly, 

gentle, and calm, and had no real bad habits (if you didn’t count the occasional round of countersurfing). His blindness seemed like a small 

obstacle to the people who knew how well he navigated and how confident he was, even in new situations. But despite all that, Rudy 

lingered in foster care. Fall slipped into winter, then spring and summer, and still Rudy waited. Other foster dogs came and went with 

regularity, and his foster mom began to wonder if Rudy was going to become a permanent resident. 

 

And then, one day in early fall, a woman in Washington happened to see a Facebook post that shared Rudy’s story. She and her husband had 

been PAWS supporters for years, and had discussed getting their next dog from “down South.” She said that when she saw Rudy’s face, she 

knew that he was the dog for their family.  They were able to see past his blindness to the sweet spirit covered with black and tan fur. 

 

Moving a dog cross country is no small feat, and many people were involved in getting Rudy to his forever home. The rescue coordinator 

that pulled him from the shelter, the vet that treated his heartworms, the foster mom that kept him for almost a year,  the sponsors and 

donors who helped PAWS pay for his medical care and transport expenses and Bonnie Blue Rescue, the listing rescue – everyone played a 

part in getting Rudy to his forever home. He was driven from north Louisiana to Dallas by a PAWS volunteer transporter, where he boarded a 

plane and flew, with an attendant, to Seattle. His new “mom and dad” were waiting for him when 

he stepped off of the plane. 

 

Rudy has settled happily into his new home, where he is a favorite of his new owners’ two year old 

grand daughter. He has adjusted well to his new home, and his new family lavishes him with love 

and attention .Rudy was evaluated by a veterinary ophthalmologist, who determined that the 

cataracts had initially been caused by an infection. Had his owners treated the infection in its early 

stages, the cataracts probably could have been prevented.  His new owners plan to have surgery 

on Rudy’s eyes, which hopefully will correct the cataracts. If the surgery is successful, Rudy could 

regain much of his vision. To him though, the most important thing has already happened. Rudy is 

home. 

Happy “Tails” 
From our Animal Shelter Rescue Program 

by foster mom Samantha Luttrell  

Rudy at the shelter 

Rudy in foster care 

Rudy at HOME! 
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This time of year many cats and kittens are adopted for Christmas gifts. Though not the ideal time to introduce a new pet into a household, 

the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter has an opportunity to reduce the numbers before Spring approaches. This year, the cats and kittens will 

stay at the Shelter. Despite all efforts to keep the cats healthy, well-fed, and social, an upper respiratory infection (URI) has spread to all. This 

contagious disease spreads easily in shelters or crowded households when an infected cat is introduced. The Shelter hasn’t had an outbreak 

this great in several years. 

 

The most common infectious agents are herpesvirus and calicivirus. They are spread in droplets from sneezing. Herpesvirus can survive on 

bedding, toys and food bowls for 18 hours while calicivirus can survive 10 days. Contaminated hands and clothing may spread viruses also. 

Isolating infected animals as quickly as possible from healthy animals and disinfecting thoroughly lessons the chance of healthy cats getting a 

URI. Symptoms to watch for are sneezing, nasal discharge, runny eyes, sniffles, ulcers, and fever. Serious signs that indicate veterinary care is 

needed  are loss of appetite, open mouth breathing, drooling, and very high fever. Do not delay. Antibiotics may be prescribed to counter 

secondary infections from bacteria, but do not eliminate the virus. Cats and kittens that survive may become carriers for life.  

 

As a cat owner, one step that can be taken to prevent your cat from getting an upper respiratory infection is yearly vaccinations. Feline 4 in 

1and 3 in 1 vaccines contain components that immunize your cat from the two most common URI viruses. Before introducing another cat or 

kitten into your home, chose a healthy feline and get the advice of your veterinarian for vaccination intervals.  

 

The cat volunteers are working to get all the cats and kittens healthy again. Adoptions will hopefully resume after Christmas. If a kitty is an 

absolute wish-list item, visit River Cities Humane Society for Cats or PetSmart or Petco’s Adoption Centers. 

 

Check these websites for more information: 

http://www.pethealthnetwork.com/cat-health/feline-upper-respiratory-infection 

http://vetmedicine.about.com/od/felinehealthcats/a/CW-FelineURI.htm 

http://www.paws.org/uri-cats.html 

Cat’s Corner  
by Jo Traylor  

Notes from a Shelter Cat Lover 

by Angie Pritchett   

Hello, my name is Angie & I’m a cat lover.  I’m also the Petsmart adoption coordinator for PAWS.  It is my job, 

well really my pleasure, to take animals from the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter cat building to Petsmart in 

hopes of finding them new homes.  If I take one from the shelter then that is 1 less cat that gets put to sleep, so 

I make a difference just one cat at a time. 

 

I’ve been posting pictures on my personal Facebook page about cats that I took to Petsmart.  Back in July I posted a picture of Sissy, C-1416, 

a sweet little baby girl that was a lucky one because June 28th when she came into OPAS she was the 1,416 cat to enter OPAS.  Then on July 

24
th

 came C.C, C-1650.  Oh wait lets not forget Griffin, C-2009 that came in on September 8
th

 & JP, Sam & Cindy (C-2127, C-2128, & C2129) 

that came in on September 25.  To explain the importance of this let me first explain about the “C” number.  That is their “Control” number.  

Each animal that enters OPAS is given a number.  Back on 6/28 Sissy was the 1,416 cat to enter OPAS & then on 9/25 came C-2129.  Almost 3 

months to the day 713 cats had entered OPAS betweethen n Sissy & Cindy.  Just remember that those numbers are just cats, the dogs have 

their own numbers.  713 cats & no there are not 713 adoptions.  Sissy, C.C, JP, Sam & Cindy were lucky, Petsmart found them homes but 

what about all the ones in between?  Well Petsmart isn’t that big & neither is the cat building.   

 

PAWS promotes & preaches spaying & neutering your animals.  Sometimes we tip toe around the truth so not to offend anyone but some-

times the truth hurts.  What happened to those 713 cats, well the majority of them were put to sleep.  OPAS cats don’t get pulled into a res-

cue & transported up North, but they can be helped.  Petsmart is that help.  We have had low numbers this year at Petsmart because of us 

having to reapply for our partnership but 2013 is going to be a great year but until spaying & neutering is done these numbers will always be 

this high.   

 

Want to help the cats at OPAS?  OPAS is always in need of clay cat litter, kitten and cat food and bleach, bleach, bleach.   

 



Elvis (think Black Velvet) is big handsome boy who is 

approximately 2 years old.  His bob tail make him even 

more good looking and he is a volunteer favorite.  Elvis 

loves to lounge in the cat building and definitely 

wanted to be an indoor kitty.  His adoption fee is $50 

and a neuter voucher, 4 in 1 vaccine and deworming.   
 

ELVIS 

Fonzi came in as a stray and was not claimed by an 

owner.  He is approximately 2 years old and is a super 

friendly fella.  Shelter volunteers love “The Fonz” and 

want to see him start off 2013 in a loving home.  His 

adoption fee is $60 which includes a neuter voucher, 7-

in-1 and bordetella vaccinations and deworming.    

FONZI 

Each issue of The Pet Scoop will feature two adoptable animals from the Ouachita 

Parish Animal Shelter.  Please visit the shelter or check out their website at 

www.parishpets.petfinder.com to see many more!   

Shelter Spotlight 
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Thank You from Oreo 
by Jennifer Pesnell  

The PAWS of NE LA Animal Shelter Rescue Program has saved the lives of 186 dogs from the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter so far in 2012.  

Oreo was one of the lucky ones and recently traveled to her forever home a few weeks ago.  She was thoughtful enough to send us the fol-

lowing note... 

 

Hello to all who helped me find and get to my forever Mom, 

 

As you probably already know (because you all were the ones who made it possible!), I made the long journey from my 

best buddy Sam's house in Louisiana to my new house in Pennsylvania this past weekend. I just wanted to send a quick 

update and tell you about some of my fun adventures. Mom says I'm adjusting really well. I get really excited every time 

we get in the car but I kinda like riding in my crate, so she says it's actually pretty easy to take me places. I went to the 

vet yesterday and I got to have a visit with Santa Paws last night. Mom was impressed with how well-behaved I was. I 

made a vocal entrance, but once I was in line I was so good. I made friends with every little child who passed by and with 

the Bernese Mountain dog, German Shepherd, and ferret that were next to us in line.  

 

While I love these exciting adventures, I'm liking everyday life, too. Mom has been taking me on lots of walks around the neighborhood and 

tells me that we'll check out the local trails and dog parks when the rain stops. Then, in a few weeks, she's going to take me to school! She 

says we need to work on some of my manners. That doesn't sound like fun at all, but I like the games we've been playing around the house 

and Mom says that I learn quickly. What can I say... I'm a smart girl and I love to be kept busy! And the yummy treats and fun toys are good, 

too :-) 

 

Well, I just wanted to send a lick-filled, heartfelt thanks. I am really loving my new home and my Mom really loves me, too. I am so thankful 

that you all helped give me this second chance and I wish you all much health and happiness in 2013 and beyond. 

 

Love and licks, and Merry Christmas, Gracie Oreo (and my mom, Jennie) 



WELCOME  
We would like to thank and welcome our 2012 4th Quarter new and renewing members!   
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2012 Board of  

Directors:   
 

       Jo Traylor               President 

      Nina Bennett  Secretary 

      Christy Primm Treasurer 

      Cindy Croft   Spay Neuter Director 

      Angie Pritchett Website Administrator  

      Jennifer Pesnell Rescue Coordinator 

      Samantha Luttrell Pet Therapy/Humane Ed 

      Betsy Havens  Membership Coordinator 

      Julie Lewis   Marketing Director 

      Christy Whitaker                    

 

NEW 
Adam Rowan 

Faith Hudson 

Amy Cascio 

Karen Finley 

Michelle Jeanmard 

Sheila and Arden Hargrove 

Gerald and Shirley Lewis 

Shirley Nunnelly 

The Worden Family 

Janette Dooley 

Bruce and Lynn Stahl 

16 new pets 

RENEWING 
 

Benjamin, Carla and Caroline Simmons 

Julia Windham 

Carolyn and Bob Collier 

Claire Stammerjohan 

Suzanne Atkins 

Phyllis Forseth 

Claudia Long 

Penny Schwich 

Jennifer Pesnell 

 

RENEWING  
 

Michelle Gathright and Family 

Jane Beauregard 

Bridget Hampton 

Vicki Irvin 

Dawn Lovell and Family 

Courtney Groves 

Mary Linda Huggins 

Amy Linder 

Wendy Langley and Family

   



Post Office Box 15432 
Monroe, LA  71207-5432 

 

PAWS OF NORTHEAST LOUISIANA  

Renewing Member   ____ 

Please select number and type of pets to be 

added.  Pet memberships are $5.00 per pet per year.   

Dog ___   Cat ___  Other (please list) ___  

 

 Looking for a way to help but you are not sure how?  Why not become a PAWS member?                                              
Each member will receive a special gift.  Pet members receive a purple PAWS bandana.                                                                                                           

You’ll be helping to fund our programs that will allow us to reach even more people & pets. 

Just cut out this form and mail it to the address above along with your membership fee  

or join online at www.pawsnela.org!   

PAWS of NE Louisiana Membership Application 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________ Phone  __________________________________________ 

Please select a membership category:             Please select number and type of pet memberships:  

Student/Senior  $17.00/year ____  Dog  ____ 

Individual  $27.00/year ____  Cat  ____ 

Family   $52.00/year ____  Other   ____  

New Member    ____  *  Pet memberships are $5.00 per pet per year.  

 Join the fun and become a member today!  

Phone: 318-397-0007 
Email: pawsnela@yahoo.com 
Website:  www.pawsnela.org 

 
 


