
Happy Spring Everyone, 
 
Once again, PAWS stated the year very 
successfully! Seven wonderful dogs were 
adopted at the January offsite adoption day 
for the Parish Shelter at Petco. Only three 
were returned to the Shelter to be adopted 
another day. February 11, the Krewe of 
PAWS delivered another successful parade. Wind and extreme cold didn’t dis-
courage parade participants and their pets from bundling up, dressing up, and 
tossing beads to a huge crowd. PAWS has great events planned throughout 
the year so keep checking your email and the website. We’d love to see you 
there! 
 
At the beginning of the year, four new Board Members were confirmed for 
2012. Introduced at the March 2012 General Meeting were Betsy Havens, 
Christy Whitaker, Cindy Croft, and Julie Lewis. We welcome them to the 
Board and look forward to working with them to promote the organization 
and its Mission. 
 
Six new Members-At-Large were also confirmed to assist Board Members with 
continuing and special events as well as Program duties. They are Carmen 
Parks, Pamela Abadie, Jackie Ford, Candace Bowen, Staci Choate, and Stacey 
Leavitt. Dorothy Donald and Jennifer Cooper are continuing their duties as 
second-year Members-At-Large.  
 
PAWS has grown and become recognized throughout NE Louisiana with the 
help of our volunteers, members, and supporters. The Mission of improving 
the lives of animals and promoting responsible ownership would be difficult to 
accomplish without their continued help. PAWS is looking forward to a  suc-
cessful 9TH year. Together we are the solution. 
 
Enjoy this edition of the Scoop! 
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PAWS of  Northeast  Louis iana   

Our mission is to reduce 
and aid the population of 

unwanted and lost       
companion animals in our 
community and to support 
and encourage the posi-
tive  interaction between 

pets and people. 

 
We are an all volunteer,              

501(c)3 non-profit        
organization that was 

founded in May 2003 to 
help the communities in 
northeast Louisiana. 

“PAWS is looking forward to a successful 9TH year.   
Together we are the solution.” 
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2012 KREWE OF PAWS 
by Chr isty Pr imm 

The 6th Annual Krewe of PAWS Mardi Gras Pet Parade was one of 
the biggest we’ve had so far despite the freezing, hurricane force 
winds! We never know what kind of weather to expect from year 
to year but we CAN count on our fabulous supporters to come 
out and parade with us! We had 170 parade entries this year and 
the parade watching crowd continues to grow each year. 
 
The parade was led by our co-Grand Marshals Nathaniel Jeane & 
Ashley Doughty who were the winners of the Louisiana Delta 
Ballet’s Dancing with the Louisiana Stars competition. We held a 
drawing to select the two lucky dogs who would act as our pet King 
and Queen. “Boogie”, an adorable Chihuahua owned by Jessica 
Breeland, was our parade King and “Trixie”, a beautiful Yorkie owned 
by Robert & Marcia Williams, was our parade Queen. The Krewe of 
Janus King and Queen, Todd Werner and Nanette White and their 
court also took part in our parade. 
 
We saw lots of families enjoying the great music, face painting and 
children’s games which were a huge hit as usual. Our costume and 
float contests brought out lots of creative entries.  
 
The winners of the contests were: 
 
Best Small Dog Costume:    Best Large Dog Costume: 
First Place - Sharon Hudleston & “JoJo”  First Place - Mike Fuller & “Scooby” 
Runner Up - Tyler Felder & “Teaspoon”  Runner Up - Karen Frye & “Max” 
 
Best Float: 
First Place – Larry & Kathy Dage 
Runner Up - Jennifer Snowden 
 
Thanks to all of our wonderful sponsors, volunteers and participants, we were able to raise 
much needed funding for our PAWS programs which include rescuing shelter pets and 
assisting low income pet owners with spay/neuter assistance. It’s never too early to start 
working on those costumes and floats for next year…we hope to see you then! 
 
See many more photos at: www.pawsnela.org/mardi-gras-pet-parade.html.   
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Mardi Gras Pet Parade  

by Chr isty Pr imm  
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Please join us as a member of PAWS 
by Angie Pritchett  

Memberships are the heart of any organization & PAWS is no different.  A membership to PAWS not only 
gets you a free gift but your membership supports PAWS in more ways than you think.  Your membership 
helps us rescue animals from the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter, allows low income families to spay & 
neuter their pets, promotes our Pet Therapy teams & helps educate our young children on pet 
responsibility through our humane education program. 
 
Your membership is not only monetary help but it is your membership that confirms that our mission is 
good & the work we do makes a difference.  You membership supports PAWS, encourages PAWS & 
makes PAWS thrive. 
 
While our donation supporters are very important & we couldn’t do what we do without them, it is our 
MEMBERS that pushes PAWS to the next level…our MEMBERS are the backbone of our organization. 
 
Many people feel that if you volunteer or donate money you are a member, that isn’t the case.  We have 
almost 1400 people that receive emails from PAWS but less than 10% are paying members, less than 10% 
of our backbone. 
 
Have you been volunteering with PAWS for a while?  Are you ready to take 
that next step & be the backbone that we need?  You can become an individual 
member for $27 a year or if you are a student or senior person then $17 a 
year.  You can set an example for your family by getting a family membership 
for $52 a year.  Memberships aren’t only for 2 legged family members, for $5 
per 4 legged family members they to can have a membership. 
 
Our Board of Directors is made up of 10 paying members of PAWS & we 
would like you to join us in our membership to strengthen our backbone.  
  
*  There is a membership form on the back page of every Pet Scoop….  

Question from a reader…   
by Jenni fer  Pesne l l  

Why is your name “PAWS of Northeast Louisiana” when you only rescue animals from the 

Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter?   

While our Animal Shelter Rescue Program does get much of the public focus and media attention as it produces lots of  

“warm and fuzzies”, PAWS is not a rescue, nor is rescue our only mission.  The biggest/busiest program of PAWS is our Spay/

Neuter Assistance Program.  Since PAWS was formed in 2003, we have helped low income pet owners get their animals 

"fixed" all across northeast Louisiana which is why our name includes NE LA. Unfortunately we can't help every rescue/shelter 

animal in these outlying areas but we are happy to offer guidance and advice to individuals/groups working to rescue animals 

outside of Ouachita Parish. Our most important mission is and always will be spay/neuter as we feel like it is the ONLY thing 

that will end companion animal overpopulation in NE LA and stop the killing of unwanted dogs and cats. 
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The Monroe-West Monroe Convention and Visitor's Bureau donated the proceeds 
from their 2011 Christmas on the River's Pawrade to PAWS of NELA and the local K-9 
units.  Each organization received $265 this year.   We enjoyed helping the CVB with 
their pet  parade again and look we will forward to working with them again this year! 
 
Pictured (left-right)  Nina Bennett, Secretary of PAWS; a member of the Ouachita Par-
ish Sheriff's Office K-9 Unit; and Ruth Canales, CVB Executive Assistant, Norma 
Lemoine, CVB Convention Sales Assistant and Alana Cooper, Executive Director of the 
Monroe-West Monroe CVB. 

Christmas on the River PAW-rade Thanks! 

by Nina Bennett  

Angel Dog A true story of the power of slobbery kisses from man’s best friend…  
by Cindy Croft  

A couple of months ago, while visiting my sister-in-law to be, I had the opportunity to witness firsthand the power of a 
“therapy dog.”  My ‘sister’ is diligently fighting an advanced case of non-Hodgkins lymphoma that has severely damaged her 
spinal cord due the location of the cancer.  This disease has literally crippled the use of her legs and feet, as well as her fine 
motor skills and use of her hands. As a result of her situation, she has been working hard at a rehabilitation hospital. Upon my 
visit, I find myself surrounded by occupational therapists and physical therapists and nurses, O my!  One thing I notice during 
my weesister’ k long stay is a little purple magnet on the door frame with a picture of a dog with a halo that says ‘Angel Dogs.’  
Immediately I inquire about this, with the hope they have a therapy dog program. Yes, they do!! To make a long story short, 
there was much anticipation as we waited all week for their visit. Sure enough, on Sunday afternoon I look out in the hallway 
and see a cute little pug making his way toward us. You would not believe the excitement that followed as residents visited 
with him. Though I cannot remember his name, I remember his face, and more importantly, the look on her face. Pure joy! It 
brought tears to my eyes. A brief visit with a fat little pug made her day! Just a few hugs and pets and kisses. Just seeing him 
made her smile (and we were short on smiles that day, trust me). 
 

Do you know what it’s like to appreciate the small things when the small things are all you have to hold on to? What a lesson 

learned. A big THANK YOU to our therapy dog teams. I hope you realize the small thing you do makes a BIG difference. 

We love Raising Canes 

by Nina Bennett 

PAWS would like to thank our friends at the Raising Cane's Chicken 
Fingers stores in Monroe and West Monroe for donating the 
proceeds from their "plush puppy" sales at Christmas along with 
collecting donations at each location for PAWS through the holidays.  
Raising Cane's was also a Gold Paw Sponsor of our 6th Annual Krewe 
of PAWS Mardi Gras Pet Parade. 
 
Pictured presenting and receiving the check for the total amount of 
$1500.00 raised and donated to PAWS are (back row l-r) Christy 
Whitaker, PAWS board member; Alicia McLemore, Pecanland Mall 
store manager; David Forehand, West Monroe store manager; Nina 
Bennett, Secretary of PAWS; Lindsay Leavitt, Monroe store manager.   
(In front):  Jennifer Cooper, PAWS member at large, and "Olivia", her 
dog rescued from the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter. 



PAWS welcomed 3 new members to our volunteer Board of Directors in 2012.  In their own words, 
learn more about them and how they first became involved with PAWS of NE LA….  
 

BETSY HAVENS 

Growing up in a small, rural community my family’s pets, with a few 

exceptions, consisted of stray dogs and cats, either lost from home 

or “dumped off” on our dead end, country gravel road.  I am very 

fortunate to have had compassionate and educated parents that 

never turned a stray away, always providing it with food, shelter, and 

love.  They knew the importance of spaying and neutering to prevent 

unwanted litters as so many animals came to be “ours” because they 

were in fact unwanted.    

 In 2006 I was given my very first dog as a mature (ha!) and responsible adult.  A friend and coworker’s 

dog had had an unwanted litter and I asked her if I could have one of the puppies.  An eight week old 

Gertrude Jezebel Havens came home with me and life as I knew it changed forever.  I was so in love with 

my new “child” that I made it my mission to educate myself as much as possible on good pet ownership.  

Gertrude was the first animal that I had ever made an actual, conscious decision to be responsible for, an 

animal that was completely mine, and I wanted to do everything the right way.  I spent countless hours 

researching the internet and watching Animal Planet and The Dog Whisperer.  Then, one day someone 

from work forwarded me a PAWS email.  If I remember correctly it was an email requesting volunteers to 

help with a shelter dog’s transport to rescue.  I had never heard of PAWS and the concept of 

“transporting” was completely foreign to me.  I was curious so I went to the PAWS website and was 

amazed at what I saw.  Humane Therapy?  What is that?  Rescue Program?  Rescued from where?  I was 

fascinated with the scope of this organization and even more so with the magnitude of the problems that 

they addressed.   

With my background, one would think that I would have had a vast awareness of the pet overpopulation 

problem in Northeast Louisiana.  Unfortunately, that could not have been further from the truth.  I did 

not think that this problem existed beyond the end of my family’s gravel road.  Looking back, how many 

times did I turn a blind eye when I could have made a difference in my community?   Knowledge is power 

AND inconvenient because if you are aware what is your excuse?  I requested to be added to the PAWS 

email distribution list and eventually volunteered, for the first time, to serve cake and popcorn at a Fall 

Fun Day event.  From there I became a regular volunteer, member, Member at Large, and in January 2012 

I decided to take my commitment a step further and join the board of directors.   

I am so proud to be a small part of this great organization!  If you are a volunteer and have not made it 

official by becoming a PAWS member I encourage you to do so.  One “next step” can change your life. 

New Board Members 

by Jennifer Pesnell 
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CHRISTY WHITAKER 
 

The first time I heard of PAWS they were advertising the 2nd Annual 
Puttin’ for PAWS event. After attending this event I knew this was 
something that I wanted to get involved with. I stopped by an offsite 
adoption event to get some more information and to ask a few ques-
tions. Soon after that I was volunteering for offsite adoption events 
and any other event that I could fit into my schedule.  I have enjoyed 
being part of an organization that works so hard to save lives of these 
animals. I adopted a dog before I started working with PAWS and have 
adopted two more since. I have also worked with and fostered other 
dogs in order to get them good homes. This is something I love and 
really enjoy doing. I have always loved animals and hate to see them 
tossed out like trash because they don’t fit into their family’s lives anymore or they are just misunder-
stood. I feel in my heart that working with PAWS is what I’m supposed to be doing.  
  
 

CINDY CROFT 
 

My name is Cindy Croft and I began my relationship with PAWS of NELA as a sucker for a pet parade 
(and a cute t-shirt).  This is how I met an incredible group of ladies dedicated to a bigger purpose than 
themselves, and one I am passionate about as well- helping others, in this case-dogs!  (And we’ll count the 
cats too, though my first love rests with the canines.)  You know the type, the ones that pick up every 
stray animal they see along the road, or by the dumpster, or at the parking lot of the movie theater! 
Guilty as charged! 
 
I remember my first Mardi Gras Pet Parade and it was FREEZING!! I was in charge of handing out info 
since I was sidelined with a recent foot surgery that left me on crutches. Two pairs of pants, coveralls, 
and three shirts later (along with the hat, glove, scarf, and accessories), it was a great parade. Sure, it 
took a little time to defrost, but what a great excuse for a cup of hot chocolate with friends! Year two 
pet parade was HOT and we could have worn shorts, but I was on my feet for this one! My interest and 
investment in PAWS has grown with my knowledge of their mission. Year three pet parade finds me vol-
unteering more and more. What a great feeling to be able to 
help those who cannot help themselves. I have fostered count-
less dogs over the past couple of years, and what a great thing to 
know you had a small part in something important. Sure, there 
are snips and snarls along the way, but lives are changing! (And 
now I own a carpet shampooer). 
 

And for the record, there have been several kitty rescues along 

the way. We all have room to grow, right? 
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New Board Members 
by Jennifer Pesnell 
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On January 26th and 27th, PAWS of NE LA held a 2 day spay/neuter 
spectacular at the wonderful Cooper Vet Hospital in West Monroe.  Thanks 
to funding from the DJ&T Foundation and the ASPCA, we were able to “fix” 
37 animals.  We targeted large dogs in the 71292 and 71202 zip codes.  
During Spay Day, 17 dogs were spayed, 12 dogs were neutered and 8 cats 
were spayed….17 of the dogs were considered "large” and were over 40lbs.   

 

We saw 2 sets of mother/daughter dogs break the chain of overpopulation as 
both were spayed during Spay Day.  We heard owners comment that their 
dog has had a least one litter of puppies every year since they have owned 
them, one dog having 13+ pups each year for 4 years.   We spayed a 7 year 
old Pit Bull who could sit, shake and took her job of being a “big sister” to 
her 4 year old human very seriously! The owners said they have been 
meaning to spay her for the past 7 years.  We are happy that she can age 
gracefully now with no pups to drag her down.   Among the lucky pets “fixed” 
during Spay Day were a Rottweiler, several German Shepherds and Pit Bulls, a 
Boxer, a Beagle, a Havanese, many Labs and Lab mixes, a few Catahoula Curs 
and some very cuddly cats.  These pets were all loved, their owners 
were just unable to afford the surgery to have them spayed or neutered!   
 
Many, many thanks to Dr. Lauren and everyone at Cooper Vet Hospital 
who welcomed us into their clinic and made the PAWS Spay Day a huge 
success!    
 
Here is a letter from the owner of a not so cuddly cat.  “Lola” came to 
Spay Day in a trap and was feral despite living indoors for the past 
several months.  Her owner has reported that since the surgery, Lola 
now loves cuddling on the couch and is learning all about being a spoiled and social member of the family.    
 

“I wanted to thank each of you for the help in spaying a stray cat that I 
discovered eating bird seed under my feeder.  I live on a fixed income and 
could not afford to have her spayed. I left a message and it was promptly 
answered. I was able to have her spayed at the spay day at Cooper Veterinary 
Hospital. She is doing great and I have the relief of knowing that I won't have 
kittens that I can't find homes for. 
 
Every one that I had contact with was very professional and courteous. Also the 
cat was treated very humanely even though she was wild.  Thanks to Paws this 
little kitty will now have a forever home with me and I won't have to worry 
about her.  
 
Again thank all of you for the needed hard work you do. 
 

Former feral cat Lola at 
home after her spay   

YAY for Spay Day  

by Jennifer Pesnell 

Coco in 
recovery 

Chomper waiting his turn to be 
neutered   

Recovery time for Star 

Wake up little 
kitty!   
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Riches to Rags and Back 
 
Princess. What better name to give a beautiful, homeless cat brought to the Shel-
ter at the first of the year. Lost and never claimed, declawed, matted, and dis-
placed, Princess was painfully shy with very slim chances of anyone seeing her in-
ner beauty. Her adoption was doubtful until a very intuitive lady saw her picture 
on Petfinder. 
 
Mary Kay emailed the Shelter’s Cat Lady to get more information about her, then 
it became her mission to visit Princess in person. Mary Kay introduced herself 
with the brush set aside for her. Princess had been responding to gentle brushing. 
The connection was made and the journey began! 
 
The adoption was finalized but now Princess needed to know she was loved by a 
new owner in her new, unfamiliar home. Behind the sofa was her refuge for a 
week only coming out at night to eat. Determined to win her confidence, Mary 
Kay began blocking her hiding places so that Princess, new name Rags, had to 
share the space with her. Gentle coaxing and lots of patience paid off. Rags now 
shares the bed next to Mary Kay though she says she doesn’t want to be a lap 
kitty. She’s very talkative and amuses herself- and Mary Kay- with cat games. 
Loves to bird watch too. 
 
Unfortunately, not all hard-case adoptions work out so well or quickly. This is a wonderful story of a pet owner 
going the extra mile to understand a shy, ragged cat and help her understand she was a safe and loved princess after 
all. 

Cat’s Corner  
by Jo Traylor  

Happy “Tails” 
From our Animal Shelter Rescue Program 

by Jennifer Pesnell 

WOW!  200 dogs in one year!  This is a goal we never thought we would reach when PAWS of NE LA was formed back in 
2003.   We rescued 17 dogs from the Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter our first year.  The number has grown each year but we 
are extra proud of the 200 lives saved this year.   
 
One thing that makes us extra proud is that these 200 dogs were fostered in one of approximately 35 foster homes.  We may 
be a small group but we are dedicated!  PAWS has many return fosters and we appreciate each and every one of you.    
 
A sincere and heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped grow our Animal Shelter Rescue program in 2011—the fosters, trans-
porters, sponsors, donors and adopters!  Thank you to Dr. Lauren and the Cooper Vet team who saw nearly every one of the 
200 dogs and treated them all with love and kindness while making sure they received top notch medical care.  Thanks to our 
Northern rescue partners who help us find amazing homes for our pups, especially our “regulars” Bonnie Blue Rescue, The Chi 
Society and Rescue Dog Village.    
 
To date in 2012, we have rescued 62 dogs from the OPAS!  This is shaping up to be another record breaking year and we need 
YOUR help!  Get involved and learn more at www.pawsnela.org/animal-rescue.php.  RESCUE ROCKS!   



Dax was adopted but returned after his adopters 
realized their lease didn’t allow pets.  :(  He is a 
super sweet indoor kitty who is litter box trained 
and loves to hang out on a perch or cat tree.  Dax 
is a polydactyl and has extra toes which makes him 
extra special!  His adoption fee is $50 and includes 
a 4 in vaccination, deworming and neuter voucher.   

DAX 

Bandit is a volunteer favorite and has really come out 
of his shell in the several weeks he has been at the shel-
ter.  He was scrawny and scared but he now enjoys 

walking on a leash, sitting for treats and is quickly gain-
ing weight.  Bandit is smart and loyal!  His adoption 

fee is $60 which includes 7-in-1 and bordetella vac-
cinations, deworming and a neuter voucher.    

BANDIT 

Each issue of The Pet Scoop will feature two adoptable animals from the 

Ouachita Parish Animal Shelter.  Please visit the shelter or check out their 

website at www.parishpets.petfinder.com to see many more!   

Shelter Spotlight 
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If you have a puppy or 

kitten and are waiting 

for them to reach 6 

months of age to have 

him or her spayed or 

neutered, please talk to 

your vet about spaying 

or neutering your pet 

at 4 months old instead 

of 6 months. Check out 

this graphic, share with 

your vet, and talk to 

your pet owning friends 

and family about mak-

ing sure their pets are 

"fixed" BEFORE their 

first heat/sexual matur-

ity.   

“Spay by Four Before There are More” 
by Jennifer Pesnell  



If you are a low income pet owner and 
need your pet spayed or neutered,  

please contact us today.   
318-397-0007 or www.pawsnela.org 

 

Help spread the word…. 
Pet overpopulation is a problem  

we can solve.   

WELCOME  
We would like to thank and welcome our 2012 1st Quarter new and renewing members!   
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2012 Board of  
Directors:   

 
       Jo Traylor              President 
      Nina Bennett Secretary 
      Christy Primm Treasurer 
      Cindy Croft  Spay Neuter Director 
      Angie Pritchett Website Administrator  
      Jennifer Pesnell Rescue Coordinator 
      Samantha Luttrell Pet Therapy/Humane Ed 
      Betsy Havens 
      Christy Whitaker                    
 

 

NEW 
 
Lois Hoover 
Claire Carrington 
The Lynch Family 
Jane Eberts 
Kelly Moravek 
Julie Mata 
Sandra Lunte  
4 new pet members!   
 

RENEWING  
 
Amber Osbon 
Shari Littleton 
Nina Bennett 
Angie Pritchett 
Jennifer Pesnell 
Staci Choate 
Kathy Spurlock & Lindsey Wilkinson 
Bob & Carolyn Collier 
Janis Hearne 

RENEWING  
Tallie Hall 
Katherine Wall 
Liz Faulk 
Vicki Green 
Mary Cole 
Samantha Luttrell 
Cindy Croft 
Linda Stewart 
Rayne Lowe                 
19 renewing pets! 



Post Office Box 15432 
Monroe, LA  71207-5432 

PAWS OF NORTHEAST LOUISIANA  

Renewing Member   ____ 

Please select number and type of pets to be 

added.  Pet memberships are $5.00 per pet per year.   

Dog ___   Cat ___  Other (please list) ___  

 

 Looking for a way to help but you are not sure how?  Why not become a PAWS member?                                              
Each member will receive a special gift.  Pet members receive a purple PAWS bandana.                                                                                                           

You’ll be helping to fund our programs that will allow us to reach even more people & pets. 

Just cut out this form and mail it to the address above along with your membership fee  

or join online at www.pawsnela.org!   

PAWS of NE Louisiana Membership Application 

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________ Phone  __________________________________________ 

Please select a membership category:             Please select number and type of pet memberships:  

Student/Senior  $17.00/year ____  Dog  ____ 

Individual  $27.00/year ____  Cat  ____ 

Family   $52.00/year ____  Other   ____  

New Member    ____  *  Pet memberships are $5.00 per pet per year.  

 Join the fun and become a member today!  

Phone: 318-397-0007 
Email: pawsnela@yahoo.com 
Website:  www.pawsnela.org 

 
 


