LOUISIANA STATE ANIMAL WELFARE LAWS

Cruelty to animals; simple and aggravated
RS 14:102.1
§102.1. Cruelty to animals; simple and aggravated
A.(1) Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence
commits any of the following shall be guilty of simple cruelty to
animals:
(a) Overdrives, overloads, drives when overloaded, or
overworks a living animal.
(b) Torments, cruelly beats, or unjustifiably injures any living
animal, whether belonging to himself or another.
(c) Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal, either
as owner or otherwise, unjustifiably fails to provide it with proper food,
proper drink, proper shelter, or proper veterinary care.
(d) Abandons any animal. A person shall not be considered to
have abandoned an animal if he delivers to an animal control center
an animal which he found running at large.
(e) Impounds or confines or causes to be impounded or
confined in a pound or other place, a living animal and fails to supply
it during such confinement with proper food, proper drink, and proper
shelter.
(f) Carries, or causes to be carried, a living animal in or upon a
vehicle or otherwise, in a cruel or inhumane manner.
(g) Unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or
substance to any domestic animal or unjustifiably exposes any such
drug or substance, with intent that the same shall be taken or
swallowed by any domestic animal.
(h) Injures any animal belonging to another person without
legal privilege or consent of the owner.
(i) Mistreats any living animal by any act or omission whereby
unnecessary or unjustifiable physical pain, suffering, or death is
caused to or permitted upon the animal.
(j) Causes or procures to be done by any person any act
enumerated in this Subsection.

(2)(a) Whoever commits the crime of simple cruelty to animals
shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned for
not more than six months, or both.
(b) In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who
commits the crime of cruelty to animals shall be ordered to perform
five eight-hour days of court-approved community service. The
community service requirement shall not be suspended.
B.(1) Any person who intentionally or with criminal negligence
tortures, maims, or mutilates any living animal, whether belonging to
himself or another, shall be guilty of aggravated cruelty to animals.
(2) Any person who tampers with livestock at a public livestock
exhibition or at a private sale shall also be guilty of aggravated cruelty
to animals.
(3) Any person who causes or procures to be done by any
person any act designated in this Subsection shall also be guilty of
aggravated cruelty to animals.
(4) Whoever commits the crime of aggravated cruelty to
animals shall be fined not less than five thousand dollars nor more
than twenty-five thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard
labor, for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both.
(5) For purposes of this Subsection, where more than one
animal is tortured, maimed, mutilated, or maliciously killed1 or where
more than one head of livestock is tampered with, each act
comprises a separate offense.
C. This Section shall not apply to any of the following:
(1) The lawful hunting or trapping of wildlife as provided by law.
(2) Herding of domestic animals.
(3) Accepted veterinary practices.
(4) Activities carried on for scientific or medical research
governed by accepted standards.
(5) Traditional rural Mardi Gras parades, processions, or runs
involving chickens.
(6) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the standard
transportation and agricultural processing of agriculture products as
defined in R.S. 3:3602(5) and (6).
D. Repealed by Acts 2007, No. 425, §2, eff. August 15, 2008.
Added by Acts 1982, No. 431, §1. Acts 1983, 1st Ex. Sess.,
No. 6, §1; Acts 1987, No. 336, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1165, §1; Acts
1995, No. 1246, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 461, §2; Acts

1997, No. 1212, §1; Acts 2006, No. 228, §1; Acts 2007, No. 425, §§1
and 2, eff. Aug. 15, 2008.
1
As appears in enrolled bill.

Definitions; cruelty to animals
RS 14:102
§102. Definitions; cruelty to animals
The following words, phrases, and terms as used in R.S.
14:102.1 through R.S. 14:102.4 shall be defined and construed as
follows:
(1) "Cruel" means every act or failure to act whereby
unjustifiable physical pain or suffering is caused or permitted.
(2) "Abandons" means to completely forsake and desert an
animal previously under the custody or possession of a person
without making reasonable arrangements for its proper care,
sustenance, and shelter.
(3) "Proper food" means providing each animal with daily food
of sufficient quality and quantity to prevent unnecessary or
unjustifiable suffering by the animal.
(4) "Proper water" means providing each animal with daily
water of sufficient quality and quantity to prevent unnecessary or
unjustifiable suffering by the animal.
(5) "Proper shelter" means providing each animal with
adequate shelter from the elements as required to prevent
unnecessary or unjustifiable suffering by the animal.
(6) "Proper veterinary care" means providing each animal with
veterinary care sufficient to prevent unnecessary or unjustifiable
physical pain or suffering by the animal.
(7) "Livestock" means cattle, sheep, swine, goats, horses,
mules, burros, asses, other livestock of all ages, farm-raised cervidae
species, and farm-raised ratite species.
(8) "Public livestock exhibition" means any place,
establishment, or facility commonly known as a "livestock market",
"livestock auction market", "sales ring", "stockyard", or the like,
operated for compensation or profit as a public market for livestock,

consisting of pens, or other enclosures, and their appurtenances, in
which livestock are received, held, sold, or kept for sale or shipment.
"Public livestock exhibition" also means any public exhibition or sale
of livestock or a livestock show.
(9) "Tampers" means any of the following:
(a) The injection, use, or administration of any drug or other
internal or external administration of any product or material, whether
gas, solid, or liquid, to livestock for the purpose of concealing,
enhancing, transforming, or changing the true conformation,
configuration, condition, natural color, or age of the livestock or
making the livestock appear more sound than they actually are.
(b) The use or administration, for cosmetic purposes, of
steroids, growth stimulants, or internal artificial filling, including
paraffin, silicone injection, or any other substance.
(c) The use or administration of any drug or feed additive
affecting the central nervous system of the livestock, unless
administered or prescribed by a licensed veterinarian for the
treatment of an illness or an injury.
(d) The use or administration of diuretics for cosmetic
purposes.
(e) The surgical manipulation or removal of tissue so as to
change, transform, or enhance the true conformation, configuration,
or natural color of the livestock unless the procedure is considered an
accepted livestock management practice.
Amended by Acts 1982, No. 431, §1; Acts 1997, No. 461, §2.
Abandoned animals
RS 3:2452
§2452. Abandoned animals
A. An animal shall be considered abandoned when the owner
thereof has not paid the charge for veterinary services, including
medical, or for boarding, within ten days after rendition to the owner
of the invoice for such services or boarding and no other agreement
with the owner has been reached for the payment of such charge for
services or boarding. The person to whom the charges are due may
then give notice, as provided in R.S. 3:2453.

B. The owner of an abandoned animal shall be deemed to
have relinquished all rights and claims to such animal by virtue of
such abandonment, except as provided in R.S. 3:2454(B).
Added by Acts 1978, No. 692, §1; Acts 1997, No. 976, §1; Acts
2008, No. 920, §1, eff. July 14, 2008.

Dogfighting; training and possession of dogs for fighting
RS 14:102.5
§102.5. Dogfighting; training and possession of dogs for fighting
A. No person shall intentionally do any of the following:
(1) For amusement or gain, cause any dog to fight with another
dog, or cause any dogs to injure each other.
(2) Permit any act in violation of Paragraph (1) to be done on
any premises under his charge or control, or aid or abet any such act.
(3) Promote, stage, advertise, or be employed at a dogfighting
exhibition.
(4) Sell a ticket of admission or receive money for the
admission of any person to any place used, or about to be used, for
any activity described in Paragraph (2).
(5) Own, manage, or operate any facility kept or used for the
purpose of dogfighting.
(6) Knowingly attend as a spectator at any organized
dogfighting event.
(7)(a) Own, possess, keep, or train a dog for purpose of
dogfighting.
(b) The following activities shall be admissible as evidence of a
violation of this Paragraph:
(i) Possession of any treadmill wheel, hot walker, cat mill, cat
walker, jenni, or other paraphernalia, together with evidence that the
paraphernalia is being used or intended for use in the unlawful
training of a dog to fight with another dog, along with the possession
of any such dog.
(ii) Tying, attaching, or fastening any live animal to a machine
or power propelled device, for the purpose of causing the animal to
be pursued by a dog, together with the possession of a dog.
(iii) Possession or ownership of a dog exhibiting injuries or
alterations consistent with dogfighting, including but not limited to torn

or missing ears, scars, lacerations, bite wounds, puncture wounds,
bruising or other injuries, together with evidence that the dog has
been used or is intended for use in dogfighting.
B. "Dogfighting" means an organized event wherein there is a
display of combat between two or more dogs in which the fighting,
killing, maiming, or injuring of a dog is the significant feature, or main
purpose, of the event.
C. Whoever violates any provision of Subsection A of this
Section shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars nor more
than twenty-five thousand dollars, or be imprisoned with or without
hard labor for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or
both.
D. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit any of the following
activities:
(1) The use of dogs for hunting.
(2) The use of dogs for management of livestock by the owner,
his employees or agents, or any other person having lawful custody
of livestock.
(3) The training of dogs or the possession or use of equipment
in the training of dogs for any purpose not prohibited by law.
(4) The possessing or owning of dogs with ears cropped or
otherwise surgically altered for cosmetic purposes.
E. Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 14, §2.
Added by Acts 1982, No. 432, §1. Acts 1984, No. 661, §1; Acts
1993, No. 1002, §1; Acts 2001, No. 547, §1; Acts 2001, No. 734, §1,
eff. June 25, 2001; Acts 2008, No. 14, §§1, 2.

Tips for Reporting Animal Cruelty
Once you have found out which law enforcement agent you should
speak to, it’s important to provide him or her with a concise, written,
factual statement of what you observed, giving dates and
approximate times whenever possible. If at all feasible, try to
photograph the abusive situation and date your pictures. It would also
be helpful to get short, factual written statements from other
witnesses.
When you call to report animal cruelty, always make sure to keep a
careful record of exactly whom you contact, the date of the contacts
and the content and outcome of your discussion. Never give away a
document without making a copy for your file! Make it clear to the
agent that you are very interested in pursuing the case, and that you
are willing to lend whatever assistance you can.
If you don’t receive a response from the officer assigned to your case
within a reasonable length of time, don’t be afraid to present your
information to his or her supervisor and, if necessary, to local
government officials, such as the county commissioner, and ask them
to act.
If you have witnessed the cruel act yourself, you can go to your local
police commissioner and ask to swear out a warrant to summon the
accused person to court. Remember that expert witnesses are
sometimes necessary in animal cruelty cases. A veterinarian, for
example, can sign a statement that it is his or her “expert opinion”
that a dog suffers when hit with a chain, is deprived of food, etc.
Expert opinions will very often make or break a case, so if you
happen to know a sympathetic veterinarian, you may wish to seek his
or her assistance and tell the officer that you have expert support
lined up for your case.

Louisiana Anti-Cruelty Investigatory-Arrest Powers
Authority to Investigate Cruelty**
- Commissioned as special police officers by the mayor of a city or
town where there is a corporation for the prevention of cruelty to
animals.
- Yes. If appointed and commissioned as special police officers by
the mayor of a city or town where there is a corporation for the
prevention of cruelty to animals. La. Rev. Stat. § 3:2391.
Authority to Make Arrests***
- Yes. If appointed and commissioned as special police officers by
the mayor of a city or town where there is a corporation for the
prevention of cruelty to animals. La. Rev. Stat. § 3:2391.
- If there was a complaint made to a magistrate authorized to issue
search warrants, the law enforcement officer may search and seize
any animals in a building or place after a search warrant has been
issued: based on reasonable belief that an animal has been cruelly
treated (La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.3); or arrest any person violating the
dog-fighting law (La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.7).
Humane Officer/Animal Control Officer/Investigator
(Qualifications, Powers, Training, Badges/Certification/Firearms)
- “Peace officer” means any full-time employee of the state, a
municipality, a sheriff, or other public agency, whose permanent
duties actually include the making of arrests, the performing of
searches and seizures, or the execution of criminal warrants, and is
responsible for the prevention or detection of crime or for the
enforcement of the penal, traffic, or highway laws of this state, but not
including any elected or appointed head of a law enforcement
department. La. Rev. Stat. §40:2402.
Qualifications: La. Rev. Stat. § 3:2391
- Nominated by agents of corporations for the prevention of cruelty to
animals.
- Appointed and commissioned by the mayor of the city or town and
police jury of the parish as special police officers.

Powers:
- Law enforcement has the authority to investigate and arrest
violators of the anti-cruelty law (La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.1), dogfighting law (La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.5), injuring or killing of a police
animal law (La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.8), interfering with animal
research law (La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.9), and bear-wrestling law (La.
Rev. Stat. §14:102.10)
- The arresting officer may seize the animal from the person who is
charged with cruelty to animals. La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.2
- When a living animal is impounded or confined, and continues
without necessary food and water for more than twenty-four
consecutive hours, any law enforcement officer may, as often as is
necessary, enter any place in which the animal is impounded or
confined and supply it with necessary food and water so long as it
shall remain impounded or confined. La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.4.
- A law enforcement officer making an arrest under the dogfighting
law may lawfully take possession of all fighting dogs on the
premises. La. Rev. Stat. §14:102.6
- Shall have the usual power of policement and peace-officers. La.
Rev. Stat. § 3:2391
- Aid any corporation for the prevention of cruelty to animals in the
enforcement in its respective locality of all laws enacted for the
protection of dumb animals. La. Rev. Stat. § 3:2391
- All officers of incorporated humane societies, in cities over twentyfive thousand and under one hundred thousand inhabitants, and all
officers of the law in the cities, who are hereby made special officers
of the societies, when in their judgment cruelty is being practiced
towards any animal or the animal is bruised, wounded, crippled,
abrased, sick, or diseased, may remove the animal whenever found
to any stable designated by the humane society, for care and
treatment, there to remain until sufficiently recovered to resume
service. La. Rev. Stat. § 3:2431.
Prohibited Actions
None listed
*Check with the local municipality for more specifics.
**Law enforcement can arrest if anti-cruelty law exists.
***Department of Police or local SPCA/Humane Society only unless noted.

